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Communities Join Force To Remember A Local Hero
The communities of Thame, Oxfordshire
and the Royal Borough of Kingston upon
Thames joined forces on 25th February
2016 at Kingston Cemetery to remember
the life of Lieutenant-Colonel George
Alfred EDSELL who died 15th August
1915, aged 56, having served on the
Western Front as a surgeon.
Apart from his brave service in WW1, he
was a descendant of Captain Cook
(discoverer of Australia) and also wellknown in the medical world for having
successfully re-attached a severed finger.
He had lived in Thame before moving to
Surbiton in about 1903, where he died of
pleurisy contracted at the Front. More of the
story of Lieutenant-Colonel George Alfred
EDSELL’s extraordinary life was featured in
the last edition of the Newsletter (pg. 8).
The Thame Remembers team is on a
mission to commemorate every one of its
200+ fallen by visiting their grave or
memorial and by leaving a Thame poppy
cross – wherever it is in the world. They
even have plans to dive some of the sunken
ships in which local men died.
Their
marvellous project is an inspiration for the
Association and has rightly been subject to a
lot of media attention, including several
features on BBC South television.
Representing Kingston upon Thames were
former Mayor, Councillor Kenneth Smith,
Ray Rowe from Surbiton Royal British
Legion, Brian Parsons from Frederick W
Paine’s Museum, a member of the cemetery
staff and Ken Cowdery on behalf of the
Association.

Photo: The party from Thame with Councillor Ken Smith at Lt.-Col. EDSELL’s family grave.
Brian Parsons from Frederick W Paine’s
museum service then shared some more
fascinating details about the funeral.
th

Lt.-Col. EDSELL had been buried on 18
August with full military honours following
a service at St Mark’s Church, Surbiton. His
coffin was carried on a gun carriage to the
cemetery, draped in the Union Flag.

On 21st August 1915 the Surrey Advertiser
reported on the large-scale funeral, with
many officers, men and councillors being in
attendance as well as family and friends.
Remarkably, the whole thing had been
organised in just a few days.
The
preparations and turnout must have been a
true reflection of the high esteem in which
Lt.-Col. EDSELL was held.
Councillor Kenneth Smith then thanked the
party from Thame and told them a little of
RB Kingston’s work in embracing the
Community Covenant – a commitment to
support and avoid discrimination against exservicemen and their families in housing,
education, employment, etcetera.

Photo: The Thame Cross and Association
wreath laid at Lt.-Col. EDSELL's grave.
The service itself comprised the reading of a
brief obituary prepared by Allan Hickman
from the Thame Remembers team, laying of
the Thame cross and our own poppy wreath,
the Exhortation (‘…We will remember
them’), The Last Post, one minute’s silence
and, finally, the Reveille.

Before leaving the cemetery, the former
Mayor also led the party to the nearby grave
of Cyril Joe BARTON V.C., and shared an
account of his brave but tragic story in
WW2.
Ray Rowe and Ken Cowdery accompanied
the Thame party to Surbiton Memorial,
Ewell Road on which G A EDSELL’s name
is inscribed - a silent reminder to us all of
his sacrifice for our freedom.

In This Issue
The main focus of this issue is the WW1
centenary period from 1st September 1915
through to 31st March 1916 plus the WW2
75th anniversary period from September
1940 to March 1941. Holocaust Day is also
marked by two features.
The Great War period features the ‘Big
Push’ - the Battle of Loos - the end of the
failed Gallipoli campaign and also a recently
discovered story of a rugby international.
Over the period at least 153 men with local
connections are known to have lost their
lives. A list of their names fills the centre
pages of this issue.
The WW2 section features a Holocaust
survivor’s story in his own words, a
veteran’s account of his service aboard HMS
Wellington and the story of a local man who
served as a fireman during the Blitz.

Somme Commemoration
With the Battle of Somme centenary
approaching on 1st July, the Association
is keen to link-up with any organisations
or individual keen to participate.
Amongst other plans, our aim is to publish a
special issue of the Newsletter, featuring a
programme of commemorative activities as
well as a resume of every local man that lost
his life during the battle. See page 31 below
for more information on ideas and plans. If
interested in taking part, please contact us at
mail@local-hero.org.uk.
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News

Remembrance Sunday

On Sunday 7th November, Remembrance
Sunday services took place at memorials and
churches throughout the Borough.
These services seem to be increasingly well
attended with widespread, cross-community
participation. It was wonderful to see
veterans, armed services personnel, youth
groups, families, politicians and local people
all coming together in acts of remembrance.
There were also several events at local
memorials and churches to mark Armistice
Day on 11th November 2015.

Kingston’s Holocaust
Memorial Day
The Royal Borough of Kingston’s annual
Holocaust Memorial Day event was held on
Sunday 31st January 2016 in the Guildhall,
organised by the Kingston Inter Faith Forum
in conjunction with Kingston University.
Each year, communities across Britain come
together to remember the millions of people
killed in the Holocaust, Nazi persecution
and in subsequent genocides in Cambodia,
Rwanda, Bosnia, Darfur and other parts of
the world. The Holocaust alone led to the
death of some six million Jews.
The initiative is supported by the Holocaust
Memorial Day Trust, which has set the
theme for Holocaust Memorial Day in 2016
‘Don’t stand by’.
Later in this issue, read the story of a local
Holocaust survivor, Marcel Ladenheim, as
well as a local resident’s account of a recent
visit to a concentration camp.

Civilian Memorial
Support for a memorial to the civilians
killed in WW2 at Surbiton Memorial
Gardens is gaining momentum. Councillor
Ken Smith has joined James Berry MP in
supporting the idea.
Originators of the idea, Veteran Ken Watson
and Rosemary Lever, and the Association,
are looking to bring together a small
committee to lead on the consultation,
design, fundraising and implementation
strategy. See page 31 below for more
information about the intended next steps.
If interested in becoming involved or if you
have any thoughts or suggestions please
contact: mail@local-hero.org.uk.

Surrey in the Great War:
A County Remembers
This major First World War centenary
project is now well underway.
The vision for the project is to create a
publicly-accessible website exploring the
impact of the First World War on Surrey’s
towns, villages, communities and residents.
There are many volunteering opportunities
and ways to engage. For more information,
contact: kirsty.bennett@surreycc.gov.uk.

Photo: Veteran Ken Watson lays a wreath at Surbiton Memorial on Remembrance Sunday

WW1 ‘Tommies &
Tariq’s’ Project
In November 2015, Global Arts Kingston
(GAK) launched its Heritage Lottery Grant
funded WW1 project ‘Tommies and Tariqs’.
The aim of the project is to engage local
communities across Kingston upon Thames
in remembering World War One as a global
affair, which affected British born soldiers
and members of the Commonwealth.

Surrey Infantry Museum
The Surrey Infantry Museum team is now
working out of the Surrey History Centre in
Woking.

Kingston History Centre
Re-opens
Good news! Kingston History Centre’s new
home has now opened in lovely, newly
refurbished surroundings.

GAK is leading a group of adults who are
researching the project. Together they are
meeting with members of the South London
Interfaith group, Hindu and Gujarati groups
who have ancestral links to the Great War.

The Centre is based in the old Magistrates
Court, Guildhall, Kingston accessed from
the rear of the building. It is typically open
from Wednesday to Saturdays from 10am to
5pm, and to 7pm on Thursdays.

The group is also collecting oral histories,
focusing in particular on themes of
recruitment, life in the trenches and to where
soldiers returned home. The whole project
will culminate later this year in an evening
of spoken word, film, and an exhibition of
the research.

Some research materials are not stored on
the premises but can be pre-ordered. The
telephone number is 020 8547 6738 or email
local.history@kingston.gov.uk.

For more information, please contact Hattie
Thomas: hattie@globalartskingston.org.

One of the History Centre’s recent
exhibitions has been around the influx of
Belgian Refugees into our community
during WW1. Extracts from the exhibition
are shared later in this issue.

We Knew You Were
Coming!
The Maldens & Coombe Heritage Society’s
latest publication ‘We Knew You Were
Coming!’ is now available. It tells the story
of the New Malden’s three Victoria Cross
winners.
Apparently, there are only four towns in the
world that have three or more Victoria Cross
recipients and New Malden in one of them.
We would recommend getting a copy of this
well researched history of three local heroes.
Copies are available from the Society and
can be ordered online via their website:
http://maldensandcoombeheritagesociety.we
ebly.com/to-order-a-copy-of-we-knew-youwere-coming.html

Some archived materials are available online
via National Archives’ Discovery service.
Belgian Refugees Project

New ‘Fresh Starts’ Project
A century later, the impact of immigration in
our community is still relevant. The History
Centre, in collaboration with Learn English
At Home (LEAH), has recently launched its
new ‘Fresh Starts’ project. The project aims
to collect stories of people who have moved
to the Borough from abroad or elsewhere in
the UK. It will help future generations
discover what Kingston was like in 2016.
‘How I Came to Kingston’ forms, are
available from the Centre, Museum or
downloaded: www.kingston.gov.uk/history.
For more information, please contact
local.history@kingston.gov.uk.
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Local Schools and Colleges

Tiffin School: New
Memorial Plaque Added
In November 2015, Tiffin School unveiled
a new memorial plaque to add to its
existing WW1/WW2 plaques. John King,
school archivist and ex-Deputy Head tells
us more.
“The new Tiffin School memorial was
unveiled and dedicated on 11th November
last year. Why a new memorial? The
research that I had been doing plus that by
Graeme [Hodge] had revealed another five
names from the First World War. The
problem was that there was no space left on
the original memorial (the last two spaces
had been filled in 2014).
Working with the Tiffinian Association we
commissioned a new memorial that has been
placed on a pillar between the WW1 and
WW2 memorials. At the same time the
opportunity was taken to add to the new
memorial the name of an old boy who had
died in 2013 whilst serving as an officer in
the Royal Marines (his mother attended our
Remembrance Day service.)
There was also a name added to the WW2
memorial last year. In this case, the
custodian at RAF Biggin Hill had contacted
us to reveal the details of an old boy who
died in night flying operations in 1939...”
“…Remembrance Day at Tiffin is a major
date in the school calendar. The whole
school attends a service on the day although
we can only get the Sixth Form into the hall
where the memorials are located. Normally
we select two names, one from WW1 and
one from WW2, to commemorate. The week
before Remembrance Day I put up a display
board by the entrance to the hall with
photos, admission registers etc. of those to
be commemorated. The focus of assemblies
leading up to Remembrance Day reflects on
the importance of the day and also includes
details of what it was like to be in school
during the war years.”
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NESCOT Students Build
New Website

Oldenburg Community /
School Link Appeal

A team of students from NESCOT College,
Ewell is now actively working on a major
upgrade to the Association’s website
www.local-hero.org.uk.

If any local school, college or community
group is interested in participating in crosscommunity commemorative projects with
Oldenburg in Germany (RB Kingston’s twin
town), then please contact us at:
mail@local-hero.org.uk.

The aim is to make the Association’s
research and news much more accessible
online. The students have taken inspiration
from the Thame Remembers and the
Welling and East Wickham Memorial Trust
websites but have also brought some great
ideas of their own.
The project provides an opportunity to work
on a real-life project. We are very grateful
to the students, tutors and College for their
ideas, enthusiasm and hard work.

Shrewsbury House: New
WW2 Memorial
Shrewsbury House School has announced
plans to unveil a new WW2 Roll of Honour
plaque later this year. The school is actively
researching former pupils that served in
WW2.
The Association is helping in some of the
research. If you have any information or
would like to help, please contact Sean
Smart: ss@shspost.co.uk.
In its regular series of history talks, the
school recently hosted an excellent lecture
on the Battle of Agincourt and on 12th May
is holding a talk on the Raid at Entebbe.

RACC Talk: WW2
Veteran’s ‘Great Escape’
In November, retired Air Commodore
Charles Clarke OBE told a captivated
audience of his incredible story in WW2 in
an interview with Radio 4’s Paddy
O’Connell at Richmond Adult Community
College (RACC).
On his 18th bombing mission with 619
Squadron over Germany, the then 17-year
old’s AVRO Lancaster Bomb Aimer’s plane
was shot down and he was taken prisoner.
Charles was taken to Stalag Luft III POW
camp, shortly before the famous ‘Great
Escape’. Not surprisingly, he recalls the
circumstances of the camp being quite
different from the movie.
He remembers that preparations were widely
known amongst the prisoners. Charles
reminded us that 50 of the 73 escapees were
shot – murdered in his view - following recapture

The new plaque placed between the original
two tablets (Photo courtesy John King)
In the meantime, Research continues into
Tiffin’s fallen. John King is working with
the Association’s Graeme Hodge and others
on the research.

In 1945, Charles and fellow prisoners
endured the ‘Long March’ through one of
the harshest of German winters before
eventually being liberated.
Charles
remains
active
with
commemorative, veteran POW and cadet
organisations. He was at the forefront of the
initiative to establish the Bomber Command
memorial, now at Hyde Park Corner.

Association Secretary Nicholas Howgill,
with the help of Brigitte Pfender at RB
Kingston, has made contact with John
Goodyear, Director of Studies at the
Academy of English in Oldenburg.
Nick explained: ‘Personally, I have always
found issues relating to WW1 to be very
Anglo-centric and feel that focusing some
attention on what the war meant to a town
like Oldenburg must be beneficial and in
line with our aim in to bring reconciliation
through commemoration and learning.’
Like Nick, John’s aim is to offer a different
discourse to the Anglo-centric. “…the theme
of war is still a topic that touches many raw
nerves here. I aim to show the German
students how the British remember, in a
quiet and considerate way through such
services that we put on with the Royal
British Legion. Furthermore, it is an
opportunity to bring old and young together,
so that insights are imparted to a younger
generation.”
School / Community engagement ideas
Both Nick and John are exploring ways that
we might share stories and information with
the Oldenburg community about the impact
of conflict. In the nearer future, they also
hope to organise something for the Somme
centenary commemorations.
One of Nick’s ideas is to ask pupils to make
and exchange ‘nail statues’. These were
apparently widely used in Germany during
WW1 as a means of raising funds for
comforts for the troops.
John has replied that he “…would be happy
to do a piece on World War One memorials
here in Oldenburg. It is interesting how they
are often hidden out of public view. I could,
in addition, get some information on the
people remembered at these memorials,
especially as I have excellent contacts to the
German War Graves Commission in
Bremen, just 50km from OIdenburg.”
It is probably too late to be arranging school
exchange visits to mark the centenary of the
start of the Battle of the Somme i.e. 1st July
1916 but, as the battle went on until 18th
November 1916, there could be time to
arrange something later in the year –
perhaps, around the Remembrance Sunday
or Armistice Day commemorations.
John has previously arranged, and is
currently arranging, similar Anglo-German
events and tells us they capture the
imaginations of local people and have been a
great success.
John also organises a
commemorative event at the largest German
War Cemetery in the UK, at Cannock Chase.

If interested or have any information to
share, please contact John at the school or
graemeh37@hotmail.com.
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Research Updates

New WW1 Discoveries
Since our last issue, the total number of
fallen linked to the Borough has increased
by about 100 to circa of 2200. Many of the
new finds are thanks to the research of
U3A’s Stephen Van Dulken.

WW2 Roll Of Honour
Ann Gillespie, from Surbiton has kindly
volunteered to take on the roll of
transcribing the Surbiton WW2 Book of
Remembrance, located in Surbiton Library
and matching the records with the names
listed on the local memorial.
Once the exercise is complete, we will
publish the roll of honour on the website. At
the same time, Graeme Hodge is compiling
the WW2 Rolls of Honour for Kingston and
New Malden.

Surbiton Urban District
Council WW1 Records
At a recent visit to the new Kingston History
Centre, the Association examined the
minuted records of Surbiton Urban District
Council during the war years.
There are many interesting stories of
resource shortages, inflationary pressures
and day-to-day issues that would have
concerned the Councillors at the time.
There were also several mentions of rates
relief
for
those
making
available
accommodation for Belgian refugees in the
Surbiton area. The same was true for the
Kingston area. A recent display in the
Kingston History Centre shares some of this
information. Read more later in this issue.

Merton’s Carved in
Stone Project
As the London Borough of Merton is next
door to the Royal Borough of Kingston upon
Thames, readers may be interested to know
about Merton’s ‘Carved in Stone’ project,
which highlights local people, places and
events with WW1 associations. Here is a
selection of interesting facts:
Wimbledon Common was used as a military
training base; several hundred “Old Boys”
from King’s College School served in
wartime units including the East Surrey
Regiment; Wimbledon Theatre was a
recruiting centre with music hall artists such
as Vesta Tilley and Marie Lloyd leading
young men from the audience to the stage to
volunteer; the Mizen Bros sent watercress to
Mesopotamia to prevent British troops
developing scurvy; the Merton Airship
Factory manufactured balloons and airships
for the military; at least ten servicemen with
Merton associations were awarded the
Victoria Cross during WW1.

Issue 4, March 2016

Frederick W Paine
Museum and Archive
Brian Parsons from Frederick W Paine’s
Museum service is keen for local people to
be aware of its huge archive of funeral
records, including those covering the time of
the Great War years.
Frederick William Paine was born in April
1870 and joined his father’s firm of house
furnishers, estate agents and undertakers in
1884, subsequently taking over the business
in New Malden.
In 1908 he opened an office at 24 London
Road, Kingston and over the next three
decades established a network of branches
throughout southwest London and north
Surrey. By the time of his death in March
1945, Frederick W Paine was one of the
largest firms of funeral directors in the
country.
Museum, Archive and Talks
Records of all the funerals carried out by the
firm have been carefully preserved by the
branch. Their archive also includes records
from a number of other firms.
Brian Parsons regularly gives talks entitled
‘Frederick W Paine: Serving the Community
in War and Peace’, which highlights how the
companies were involved in military
funerals in addition to how the firm coped
during the Spanish ‘flu. In respect of the
former he focuses on one soldier: Private SE
CHIPPS from New Malden. Drawing from
newspapers accounts of the funeral and their
records, the events surrounding his death
and burial are pieced together. Private
CHIPPS name appears on the Maldens &
Coombe war memorial.
To arrange a visit or to find out more contact
the Museum on 0208 547 1556.

U3A/Hillcroft: new
WW1 online resource
The U3A/Hillcroft project ‘The Impact of
The Great War on Surbiton’ is now live:
www.surbitoninthegreatwar.org.
The site includes a fascinating selection of
stories and snippets of information from the
Great War period collected from newspapers
and other sources. Read a selection later in
this issue.

Surbiton’s Adopted
WW2 Ships
Whilst researching Surbiton’s WW2
Book of Remembrance, Ann Gillespie
discovered that Surbiton had ‘adopted’ at
least two ships during WW2.

A memorial plaque to HMS Wild Swan
inside the entrance of Kingston Guildhall
spotted that had been presented to HMS
Wild Swan in November 1941, during what
was known as ‘Warship Week’.
The sinking of HMS ‘Wild Swan’
HMS “Wild Swan” was in the Western
Approaches (west of Ireland) as part of a
convoy escort. Whilst passing through a
group of Spanish trawlers, she and the
trawlers came under attack by 12 Junkers
Ju88 bombers.
HMS Wild Swan responded bravely and
shot down six of the German aircraft - a
record for any single ship in the war. The
ship’s commander, Claude SCLATER, was
decorated with the Distinguished Service
Order (one of two that he was awarded) for
the brave action.
HMS “Wild Swan” was seriously damaged
in the attack and collided with one of the
trawlers, which sank almost immediately.
Although she had just picked up survivors,
she then also sank herself.
On 17th June 1942, HMS Vansittart picked
up ten officers and 123 ratings from “Wild
Swan” as well as 11 men from sunken
Spanish trawlers. Sadly, before the rescue,
31 of the crew lost their lives to exposure.
HMS “Cassandra”
The second entry, dated 10th December
1944, was to commemorate 62 of the 182
crew of destroyer HMS “Cassandra”. Just
over a year after her launch on 29th
November 1943, Cassandra was hit by a
torpedo fired by U-boat U-365 whilst on a
Russian convoy escort mission. She did not
sink and was towed to Kola Inlet in
northwest Russia for repairs.

The first discovery, under the date 16th June
Just two days later, U-365 was herself sunk
1942, was a commemoration to 31 men of
by a Fairey Swordfish launched from an
destroyer HMS “Wild Swan” who lost their
aircraft carrier. All 50 of her crew were lost.
lives that day. Whilst there were no known
After the war, once repairs were completed,
Surbiton men amongst her crew, it was
If interested or would like to take part, see:
HMS Cassandra continued in service until
apparent that the Wild Swan had been
www.merton.gov.uk/carvedinstone website
January 1966. She was sent to be scrapped
adopted
by
Surbiton.
By
coincidence,
a
for further details.
in April 1967.
plaque in Kingston Guildhall was then
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Research Updates (Cont’d)

Herbert Smith.

Kingston Aviation
Centenary Project

They could not keep up with demand despite
their factory in Kingston having expanded to
cover 5½ acres. In 1918 Sopwith leased a
huge new government factory just north of
Kingston.

Kingston upon Thames has a remarkable
aviation history, having been home to the
Sopwith and Hawker HQs and factories.
Two of Britain’s most famous wartime
aircraft, the Sopwith Camel and Hawker
Hurricane were designed and built there.
For those who have not already done so, we
highly recommend subscribing to the
Kingston Aviation Centenary Project’s free
email bulletins. The weekly bulletin
provides a unique insight into the daily life
of a wartime aircraft factory and each of the
aircraft that they built during the Great War.
The historic accounts are often accompanied
by extracts from “A Wartime Diary 19151916: Diary of Isabel Constance Webb”.
Connie Webb, witnessed many ‘floatplane’
test flights on the Thames by Australian
aviator Harry Hawker from her family home
at Albany Park Lodge, Kingston.
The bulletin subscription can be arranged
via website www.kingstonaviation.org,
which is also a fabulous resource about
Kingston’s aviation heritage. Below is one
of their many ‘Brief History’ pieces as a
taster:
‘Sopwith Aviation Company 1912 - 1920
‘Thomas Octave Murdoch SOPWITH taught
himself to fly in 1910 and by early 1912 had
his own school of flying at Brooklands. His
innovative engineer Fred Sigrist built them
an aircraft that was purchased by the
Admiralty.
Needing a factory to build further orders,
Sopwith Aviation moved into a Roller
Skating Rink in Kingston with less than 20
employees. Their brilliant Australian pilot,
Harry Hawker helped to design and test the
aircraft.
Mostly in their 20s, the innovative Sopwith
team developed better and better aircraft
eventually employing designers including

By 1918 Sopwith employed 3,500 people in
14 acres of factory buildings.
In eight years Sopwith Aviation designed
and built 40 different aircraft types.
Some 3,000 aircraft were built in the
Kingston factories and flown from
Brooklands.
14,700 more Sopwith aircraft were built by
other companies, including 4,200 built in
France.
Sopwith designs accounted for 25% of all
the British aircraft built in the First World
War and 60% of all the single-seat aircraft.
In 1920 with no prospect of large new
military orders, the Sopwith Aviation Co
paid all its creditors and went into voluntary
liquidation.
In 1920 Thomas Sopwith started again in
Kingston with a few key employees naming
the new company after their pilot/designer
Harry Hawker. ‘
Thanks to David Hassard, Mike French and
all at Kingston Aviation Centenary Project.

Rupert Bear, Surbiton
and the Great War
The January 2016 edition of Surrey Life
magazine included a feature linking
comic strip character Rupert Bear with
Surbiton and the Great War. Rosemary
Lever tells us more.
An English Heritage Blue Plaque identifies
the former home (1936-66) of Alfred
Edmeades BESTALL MBE in Cranes Park,
Surbiton. He had been the author and
illustrator of Rupert Bear for 30 years from
1935 to 1965.
BESTALL was born in December 1892 in

Mandalay, Burma (now Myanmar) where
his parents were Methodist missionaries.
The family moved to Britain in 1897, first
settling in Woking where his father was a
minister during the Great War.
Despite a spinal impediment, he enlisted in
1915 as Private DM/2/112832 BESTALL as
a Driver Mechanic in the Mechanical
Transport section of the Army Service
Corps. He served on the Western front from
1916 to 1918.
His family lived in Guilford Avenue,
Surbiton from 1920 to 1924 when he moved
to Sutherland House, Maple Road. After his
father died in 1936, BESTALL moved to
Stavordale in Cranes Park and his first
Rupert annual was published.
When WW2 came he served again, but this
time on the Home Front. In 1941 he became
an Air Raid Warden in Surbiton and his
painting of the warden post was hung at the
Royal Academy in 1941.
BESTALL had connections with Surrey
throughout his life and a number of his
illustrations were based on local scenes,
such as Silent Pool in Albury, near
Guildford. In 1947 three Surbiton Girl
Guides were included in his tales at their
request.
A keen musician, BESTALL sang in the
Surbiton Hill Methodist Church Choir for
over 50 years and played the piano for the
Sunday school. He was the longest-playing
member of the Surbiton Church tennis club,
Vice-President of the cricket club and a
Rotary Club member from 1939 to 1960.
He retired from the Rupert Bear daily comic
strip in 1965, moving to Beaconsfield
House, 88 Ewell Road, Surbiton soon after.
He was awarded an MBE in 1985 but was
unable to attend the ceremony due to
sickness. He died aged 93 in Wales in 1986
and is buried at Brookwood Cemetery near
Woking.
‘The Life and Works of Alfred Bestall’ by
Caroline G Bott (Bloomsbury paperback)
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WW1 Remembrance

British attacks on the Somme cannot be
viewed in isolation as, to do so, results in a
very Anglo-centric outlook. The year 1916
must be seen as a whole, and the key to
understanding it is to acknowledge that
Britain and Commonwealth’s involvement
in the First World War was as part of a
coalition including Russia, France and many
others. If the Gallipoli campaign of 1915
arose from the need to defeat the Ottoman
Empire in order to bring aid to Russia, then
1916 must be viewed through the lens of not
one but two great battles fought on the
Western Front in that year – the battle of the
Somme, and the battle of Verdun.

The Poppy Pledge
The Association recently joined the Thame
Remembers team on a fascinating guided
tour of The Poppy Factory in Richmond.
We found out that the Factory is, in fact, a
Charity in its own right. It is commissioned
by the Royal British Legion to handassemble about five million of the 40
million or so poppies produced annually.
On a guided tour, Geoff from The Poppy
Factory team shared some of the history:
The first British poppy appeal was in
November 1921. But the origins of the idea
started much earlier on 3rd May 1915 on the
Western Front when Canadian brigade
surgeon Lieutenant-Colonel John MCCRAE
wrote his famous WW1 poem ‘In Flanders
Fields’ from the Western Front:
‘In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scare heard amid the guns below.
We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved, and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders’ Fields.
Take up our quarrel with the foe;
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders’ Fields.’
The poem was published first in Punch
Magazine and became a popular wartime
poem. Three years later, on 9th November
1918 (two days before the Armistice and
just months after McCRAE had died of
pneumonia in January 1918), Moina Belle
MICHAEL read the poem, reproduced in
‘Ladies Home Journal’ in New York, USA.
The poem moved her and she wrote a poem
in reply entitled ‘We Shall Keep The Faith’:
‘Oh! You who sleep in Flanders Fields
Sleep sweet-to rise anew;
We caught the torch you threw,
And holding high we kept
The faith with those who died.
We cherish, too, the Poppy red
That grows on fields where valor led
It seems to signal to the skies
That blood of heroes never dies.
But lends a lustre to the red
Of the flowers that bloom above the dead
In Flanders’ fields

An original 1921 Poppy, on display at The
Poppy Factory
Moira MICHAEL made a pledge to herself
in her poem from then on to wear a red
poppy in honour of the fallen.
Over time she raised greater interest in the
idea and the notion of using the poppy for
remembrance was adopted by the American
Legion. The idea spread to France before it
came to England.
Major George HOWSON MC, who served
on the Western Front, initially set up ‘The
Disabled Society’ in 1922. His ambition
was to find work for soldiers disabled by
their wounds. The first British poppy appeal
in 1921 used poppies made in France.
Major HOWSON had the idea of using
disabled soldiers to make the poppies in
Britain. Using a £2,000 grant, he set up a
factory in Bermondsey, London with the
sole purpose of producing poppies and with
a workforce comprising severely wounded
veterans from WW1. The factory soon
moved to its current premises in Richmond
upon Thames. The new site comprised, not
only factory and office space, but also
homes for workers.
In its heyday, the factory was employing
nearly 200 workers.
Now it employs
between 30 and 50. In more recent years,
The Poppy Factory has also become a
specialist employability charity for disabled
veterans – helping them to find work with
civilian companies throughout the UK.

1916: Verdun & The
Somme - A Note On
Remembrance
With the Somme commemorations soon
upon us, Nicholas Howgill reminds us
that the war had devastating impacts on
communities around the world – not least
the French with the Battle of Verdun.

For France the issue at the heart of the First
World War was very simple. The German
advance in 1914, although halted, had still
resulted in ten French “departments” falling
under German occupation. Besides the
many French citizens who now lived under
German rule, the French had also lost much
of their coal-producing and industrial areas,
with huge detriment to their war effort.
Hence, the French imperative was to expel
the invader from French territory.
A suitable parallel would be to imagine that
the Germans had occupied the whole of
Yorkshire. Consideration of how Britain
would have reacted to that must lead to an
understanding of what the French wanted
from their coalition partners. So for 1916,
the French sought to mount a coordinated
offensive on the Western Front, in
conjunction with a major offensive from the
British. The Somme, the area where the
British and French sectors met, was the most
natural place to mount such an offensive.
But the Germans struck first. On 21st
February 1916, the Germans launched a
tremendous bombardment on the French
lines at Verdun as the prelude to a full-scale
assault. Their aim was to put such pressure
on the French army to defend the area that it
would literally bleed to death. Some three
quarters of the French army eventually
participated in the battle of Verdun, which
lasted until November 1916. This had two
main effects on the plans for the Somme
offensive.
First, the number of French troops
committed to the attack was steadily
reduced, although the French did participate
in the battles, and did score some dramatic
successes
through
their
hard-won
experience.
Secondly, as the battle progressed, the
French put more and more pressure on the
British to start the offensive, to force the
Germans to divert troops to meet it and thus
reduce the pressure on the French at Verdun.
Since France had suffered around two
million casualties up to the end of 1915, it
can readily be imagined to what extent they
felt they needed to see a full-scale
commitment from their ally.

As 2016 moves on, the commemorations in
And now the torch and Poppy red
Britain of the centenary of the First World
Were in honour of our dead.
1916 is not just about the Somme, and we
War will focus on the Battle of the Somme,
Fear not that ye have died for naught;
need to remember that when we seek to
which began on 1 July 1916 and lasted until
We’ve learned the lesson that ye taught
understand why.
November of that year. However, the
In Flanders’ fields.’
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WW1: Features

The Cappuyns Family

WW1: Belgian Refugees

One of the Belgian refugee families to reside
at West Croft was the CAPPUYNS family.
Before their escape, the family had
witnessed the sacking of their home town
Louvain, including its world famous library,
which was burnt down.

Alex Beard of Kingston History Centre
shares an account of Belgian Refugees in
Kingston.
“Between 200,000 and 290,000 Belgian
refugees fled to Britain during the First
World War.
In Kingston, two hostels were set up to
house
the
refugees.
West
Croft
accommodated 30 refugees and stood on the
site of the Cumberland House Estate,
Kingston Hill. The house was furnished
with donations from local residents. The
£15 a week it needed to cover its running
costs was met by generous weekly pledges.

Kingston-based publisher of the Surrey
Comet, Knapp Drewett & Sons soon
published a pamphlet entitled ‘Louvain: A
Personal Experience’ by the father Englebert
CAPPUYNS. The following extract is the
account of the family’s escape to England:
“On Monday, September 14th, at 5 o’clock
in the morning, we left Antwerp in very bad
weather; about 9 a.m. we reached Flushing,
and in another hour we were on the open
sea. Most of our party went below to the
cabins, hoping to escape from the miseries
of sea-sickness. I stayed on deck for some
time, but the sea was very rough, and I felt
so ill that I was hardly able to reach the
saloon and lie down on the sofa. For three
hours I was dreadfully ill. I must have been
delirious, for I was heard to say: “My God,
why did you not leave me to be killed by the
Germans?”

The family seems to have integrated well
into the local community. In the book “A
Wartime Diary 1915-1916: Diary of Isabel
Constance Webb”, the author mentioned
having befriended two of the Belgian
family’s daughters, Maria and Yvette and
spending time with them and their friends
St Raphael’s Church, Portsmouth Road
Sadly, CAPPUYNS’ son, also known as
Englebert, was killed in the war and is
commemorated on the memorial tablet at St
Raphael’s Church, Portsmouth Road. The
tablet names several other Belgians who had
attended the Roman Catholic church. It
seems that some of the men must have
returned to the Western Front to fight after
their initial escape to Kingston.

Sleep mercifully came to me at last, and
when I awoke I found we were just coming
into the Thames. We reached Tilbury Docks
about 8 p.m., and, taking the train from
there, we arrived at the Alexandra Palace
about 10.30 p.m.
Photo: West Croft Hostel, Kingston Hill
(Courtesy: Kingston History Centre)
The Bentall family set up a second hostel,
Brooklyn, in Denmark Road, which housed
15 Belgian refugees. While the Bentall
family provided the house and furnishings,
the hostel was maintained by voluntary
contributions from the pay packets of the
firm’s employees.
However, not all Kingston residents were
friendly towards the newcomers. In July
1916, Frank Thompson (18), foreman at
Semaphore works in Kingston High Street,
was accused of insulting one of his Belgian
employees, Jack William Votion (15), who
had already been to the Front and returned
with shell shock. Thompson was charged
with using foul language to blame Belgians
for England becoming entangled in the war
and scoffingly inviting his charges to sing
Rule Britannia. He was found guilty and
fined £5.
Jan and Oscar de Clerck were brothers and
artists who fled Belgium in a fishing boat in
1915. They spent the war living in
Worcester Park, first in Cleveland Road then
Idmiston Road. Jan was lead organiser of the
Belgian Exhibition of Modern Art, held in
Kingston Museum in 1915. It raised £20 for
the West Croft Hostel.
One of the paintings exhibited was Jan De
Clerks ‘Rainy Day in Kingston’ (1915),
which he later donated to Kingston
Museum”

We left this famous “Palace” after about
two days without the least regret, for we
were very uncomfortable there. When we
got to Surbiton, we were taken to the
Southampton Hotel, where we had the luck
to have a good meal and an excellent
bed. On the 18th we were told that a
committee of ladies and gentlemen on
Kingston Hill were arranging a house for us
called “Westcroft,” where we could all be
together until the war was over. In the
afternoon we went to Kingston Hill, and our
party was distributed in different private
houses until our own home, “Westcroft,”
was ready for us. My dear wife and I, with
our little daughter, Solange, were received
by Mr. and Mrs. C---, who were exceedingly
kind to us; my daughters Maria and Yvonne,
stayed with Dr. and Mrs. G---, and my three
sons with Mr. and Mrs. S---. We were very
happy with our kind friends, who gave us
such a warm welcome.
On the following Thursday, September 24th,
we were installed in our new home, where
we are quietly living our life of exile, hoping
that the terrible events now taking place in
our poor Belgium will end in the victory of
the Allies, and the utter destruction of that
hateful and abominable nation which calls
itself Germany.”
CAPPUYNS’ account of his time in
occupied Louvain is harrowing. As a
prominent community figure, his life was in
mortal danger so his family had no choice
other than to flea for England as refugees.

Photo: St Raphael’s Church Memorial
including many Belgian names
The ‘Belgian Village on the Thames’
An excellent, recent talk by Helen Baker at
Twickenham Library explained how East
Twickenham became known as the ‘Belgian
Village on the Thames’.
The area became the home to circa 6,000
Belgians during WW1 and one of the very
few places where Belgian refugees were
able to establish a real community life.
Helen explains on her website that “This
was so striking that the neighbourhood
became known among them as “le village
belge sur la Tamise’. There was a special
reason for this. A dynamic refugee engineerentrepreneur called Charles PELABON
established a munitions factory in a disused
roller-skating rink beside the river in East
Twickenham.”
You can find out more about PELABON,
his factory and the Belgian community at:
www.easttwickenham.org/ww1-belgianrefugee-project.
Helen Baker is leading a worthwhile
fundraising campaign for a memorial to
Pelabon. For more information, contact
Helen: helen.d.baker@hotmail.co.uk.
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WW1: Home Front

Local News Stories:
Sept 1915 - March 1916
U3A researcher Stephen Van Dulken
provides us with more local anecdotes
relevant to the Surbiton area from
newspapers and journals from September
1915 through to March 1916
The subject of recruitment, or not as the case
may be, was a common theme:
Surbiton Times, 3rd September 1915
“Young men of Surbiton are invited to call
at the office in Victoria Road and have a
chat with Corporal Williams, who will be
pleased to tell them of his experiences at the
Front, and to point out the advantages of
enlisting in the 11th Battalion of the East
Surrey Regiment. Being a reserve battalion,
the men are being trained in comfortable
barracks at Colchester, whence drafts are
sent out periodically to reinforce the regular
battalions of the regiment, which has won
undying fame during the past year.”
“An Appeal to Surbiton. Meeting Outside
the Railway Station on Friday.” Surbiton
Times, 1st October 1915
“Captain A.C. Marston announced that
originally it was intended to raise a double
corps for the 3/6th East Surrey Regiment, but
the War Office had now given instructions to
bring the unit up to its higher establishment,
which was about 500 men, and he invited
men of military age to enlist at the Kingston
Drill Hall.”

near Surbiton, was fined £1 for failing to
reduce the intensity of the lights on his
premises on October 21. When a policesergeant spoke to him about the matter he
said, “What about the moon?”
Elsewhere in the Newsletter we talk of
refugees arriving and being accommodated
within the local area. Troops were often
arriving at short notice too:
Surbiton Times, 12th November 1915,
“The 3/6th Battalion, London Infantry, who
have been in camp at Hurst Park, have been
provided with billets at private residences in
Surbiton and Tolworth.
The troops, numbering over one thousand,
entered into their new quarters yesterday.”
As the war went on, life became more
difficult for those living locally who had
German connections:
“Alien Englishwoman.” Daily Mail, 17th
September 1915
“Mrs Ethel Jensen, a young Englishwoman
married to a German, of St Andrew’s
Square, Surbiton, was fined £5 yesterday at
Kingston as an enemy alien for travelling
more than five miles from her registered
place of abode. Mrs Jensen wrote for a
permit to go to Eastbourne with her mother,
which was refused.”
In the approach up to Christmas, the local
community pulled together to help bring a
little piece of Christmas cheer to the troops.

“Artist for court-martial.” Daily Mail, 30
October 1915

“Plum Puddings for Xmas”, Surrey
Mirror, 24th December 1915

“Frederick Read, 48, described as an artist,
of Ellerton Road, Surbiton, who was
charged at Westminster yesterday with
having made statements at Chelsea Town
Hall about the Army of a character likely to
prejudice recruiting, was ordered to be
detained pending the arrival at the court of
a military escort. The War Office had
intimated that the military authorities would
deal with him by court-martial.”

“Over 5,000 plum puddings, made at
Surbiton, and subscribed for by residents in
the county, have been forwarded as Xmas
gifts to the East Surrey battalions serving at
the front.”

“The least I can!”. Sunday
[Glasgow], 5th March 1916

Post

“An engineer’s fitter, who had a
conscientious objection to life being taken,
admitted at Surbiton that he was engaged in
tool fitting for war work machines. ‘I am
doing the least I can,’ he explained. ‘I have
a wife, and have to earn my living.’ He
added that he did not meditate beforehand
what he would do if a German attacked his
wife. ‘I look on one day at a time.’”
Most of us are aware of the Blitz in WW2
and the need for ‘lights out!’ and blackout
curtains.
Many are not aware of the
bombing raids and blackouts in WW1 too:
The Times, 5th November 1915
“At Kingston yesterday Francis W. Billings,
landlord of the North Star public house,

From time to time, there was room for a
little humour too:
“The Padre Speaks”, Castironical
(official journal of the 6th City of London
Rifles), 1st March 1916
In his regular column, Canon Whitehouse
talks of some time spent with the men:
“We have had a smoke together, and I have
enjoyed looking at the photos of mothers
and sisters, wives and sweethearts. I notice
that the Regiment has quite good taste, and
indeed looking at the sweet English faces of
your bonny girls, men, reminds me of
walking through the streets of Surbiton. Oh,
Surbiton! Oh, Surbiton!”
“But what think you of one unregenerate
young scamp bringing me the photos not of
one, but of three nice looking Surbiton girls,
and asking ME – moi qui parle – in what
order of comparison – good, better, best – I
would place them? I ticked him off to
rights.”

A Note On Recruitment
and Conscription
With the war continuing longer than
expected, with the demise of the regular
army through a war of attrition, recruitment
became a major issue.
Whilst Lord
Kitchener had been successful in raising his
‘New Army’ through an effective publicity
campaign, as 1915 progressed, voluntary
recruitment was drying up.
In July 1915 the government passed an Act
requiring men between 15 and 65 to register.
The completed register became available by
mid-September 1915 and showed there were
about five million males of military age who
were not in the forces, of which 1.6 million
were in the "starred" (protected, high or
scarce skill) jobs.
On 11th October 1915, Lord Derby was
appointed Director-General of Recruiting.
He brought forward a new recruitment
scheme, often called the ‘Derby Scheme’.
Under the scheme, men aged 18 to 40 could
continue to enlist voluntarily or attest with
an obligation to come if called up later on.
The War Office notified the public that
voluntary enlistment would soon cease and
that the last day of registration would be 15th
December 1915.
Men who attested and chose to defer service
were paid a day's army pay, given a grey
armband with a red crown as a sign that they
had volunteered and sent back to their
homes and jobs until they were called up.
Conscription introduced
In 1916, the government saw no alternative
but to increase numbers by conscription i.e.
compulsory active service. Parliament was
deeply divided but recognised that action
was essential.
In March 1916 the Military Service Act was
passed. This imposed conscription on all
single men aged between 18 and 41, but
exempted the medically unfit, clergymen,
teachers and certain classes of industrial
worker. The scheme was extended to
married men in May 1916.
‘Conscientious Objectors’, i.e. men who
objected to fighting on moral grounds, were
also exempted (most were given civilian
jobs or non-fighting roles at the front).
Conscription was unpopular and in April
1916 over 200,000 demonstrated against it
in Trafalgar Square. Many men failed to
respond to their call-up but, even so, in the
first year, 1.1 million enlisted and 2.5
million over the whole of the war.
In 1918 during the last months of the war,
the Military Service (No. 2) Act raised the
age limit to 51.
Conscription was extended until 1920 to
enable the army to deal with continuing
trouble spots in the Empire and parts of
Europe after the war.
(Source www.parliament.uk)
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Sporting Life

Major Howard Vyse
Welch

Howard was a very keen and able huntsman.
In his younger days he had hunted with
Taunton Vale Foxhounds and Seavington
Harriers. He was once described by
Illustrated Sporting and Dramatic News as
‘…a first-rate man to hounds, with good seat
and hands, and plenty of determination’.
From 1888 to 1896 he was Master and
Huntsman of Surbiton Foot Beagles.

The oldest known local man to have lost
his life in WW1 was Major Howard Vyse
Welch, aged 60. Graeme Hodge tells his
story.

He and his family moved to ‘Southdown’,
Patcham, Sussex sometime in the late 1890s
or early 1900s. From 1896 to 1900, he was
Master of the Brighton Harriers. Howard
stood out for the season 1900-01 owing to
his participation in the South African War.
He resumed the Mastership in 1901, and
after the amalgamation of the Brighton and
Brookside Harriers in 1903, remained at the
head of affairs until 1907. Thereafter he
assisted the Woodale Beagles, as amateur
‘whipper-in’. Howard was apparently a
good judge of a hound, and officiated at
various shows of beagles and harriers.
Military Service
(Photo copyright Illustrated London News)
Howard Vyse WELCH, born 1855, was the
ninth child of straw-hat merchant and
manufacturer John Davis Welch and Maria
Louisa Welch (nee Vyse). At that time, the
family was residing in Herne Hill, London.
On 27th October 1855, Howard was baptised
there at St. Paul’s Church. The 1871 Census
shows Howard as a boarder at Bishop’s
Stortford Grammar School, Hertfordshire.
Family life
On 27th January 1881, Howard married
Minnie Eugenie Helen Jourdain at St. Giles
Church, Camberwell.
Soon after, the
couple moved to 181 King’s Road,
Kingston-upon-Thames, very near to East
Surrey Regiment’s headquarters and
barracks on the same road.
They remained there for many years and,
whilst there, had five children. The first,
Robert Algernon Howard was born in 1882,
followed by Winnie Minnie Jourdain in
1884, John Stanley in 1887, Edward Victor
in 1888 and lastly, Ivy Katherine in 1891.
Business Life
On his marriage, Howard was recorded as a
‘barge owner’. During the 1880’s he went
into partnership with his brother-in-law
Charles Edward Gaselee (married to
Howard’s sister Agnes Welch in 1867).
Together, they built up a fleet of five tugs,
used mainly for towing barges between the
Royal Albert Dock and London wharves.
They were based at 90 Lower Thames
Street, London. A number of companies
made use of their services including: Union
Lighterage, Perkins and Homer, Page and
East, Macdougal and Bonthron, E. W.
Taylor and Rank. The partnership was
dissolved by mutual consent in September
1891.

Howard was a member of the militia for
many years. In 1888, whilst still running his
barge business, he is recorded as serving as a
Lieutenant in 4th Battalion, East Surrey
Regiment (formerly 3rd Royal Surrey
Militia). He took part in the South African
‘Boer’ War. Although little is known of his
service, we do know that he was promoted
to the rank of Major before retirement in
April 1904, aged 49.
The Great War
When the European War started in August
1914, Howard immediately offered his
services, in spite of his advancing years. He
was appointed Temporary Major to 9th
Battalion East Surrey Regiment and became
2nd-in-Command on 16th September 1914.
On 31st August 1915, Major WELCH
embarked for Boulogne from Folkestone
with the Battalion. After less than four
weeks, three of which were spent well
behind the front line, 9th Battalion’s 30
officers and 901 other ranks, would be
plunged into the thick of the fighting in the
Battle of Loos, under the command of 72nd
Brigade.
9th Battalion at the Battle of Loos
The Battle of Loos started in earnest on 25th
September 1915. On the second day, 26th
September, at 1100 hours, 72nd Brigade was
ordered to attack German’s second line
positions between ‘Stützpunkt III’ and
‘Stützpunkt IV’ (strongpoints III and IV)
near Hulluch, France - two miles northeast
of Loos.
9th Battalion would lead the attack on the
right with 8th Battalion Royal West Kent
Regiment on their left. They were to be
followed by 8th Battalion The Buffs (Royal
East Kent Regiment) and 8th Battalion The
Queen’s (Royal West Surrey Regiment).
At first, German fire was comparatively
light but, as the 9th Battalion reached the

Hulluch-Lens Road, heavy fire was
encountered from artillery, machine guns
and rifles. In addition, enfilade fire came
from houses in Hulluch and a trench to the
left of the attack. Snipers in trees targeted
officers in particular. Casualties were heavy
but 9th Battalion continued its advance
regardless.
When the Battalion reached Bois Hugo, a
strip of copse, they found it to be heavily
wired. They endeavoured to keep in touch
with 8th Battalion Somerset Light Infantry
on their right but German machine-guns
positioned at the edge of the copse started to
take great effect. As 9th Battalion neared the
German wire they were cut to pieces.
Survivors began to turn and retire, passing
the bodies of their dead and dying comrades
who were strewn across the battlefield.
9th Battalion East Surrey Regiment lost 16
officers and 438 other ranks - killed,
wounded and missing.
Uncertain fate
One of the missing was 60-year old Major
Howard Vyse WELCH. For some time,
there was uncertainty as to his fate. Several
survivors recalled seeing him badly
wounded. At least one man had tried to
rescue him but had been unable to carry him.
There were also reports that Major WELCH
had been taken prisoner but there had been
no communication to that effect from the
Germans.
On 25th October 1916 Major WELCH was
eventually reported officially as ‘missing,
believed killed, on 26th September 1915’. It
was not until some months later, and only
after a photograph had been supplied, that a
‘Major Wegh’ reported dying of wounds on
4th October 1915 was identified as Major
WELCH.
Legacy
Major Howard Vyse WELCH is buried at
Carvin Communal Cemetery (grave ref. I.
21.), Pas De Calais, France. The cemetery,
about 20km southwest of Lille, was in
German hands through most of the war and
contains only 39 other British and
Commonwealth burials from the Great War.
Although Major WELCH was a resident of
Kingston-upon-Thames for many years, he
is not listed on any civic memorials within
the Royal Borough.
He is, however,
commemorated in the Book of Remembrance
to the officers and men of the East Surrey
Regiment who fell in the Great War, which
is kept in the Chapel of Holy Trinity, All
Saints’ Church, Kingston-upon-Thames.
Major WELCH is listed on the war
memorial at All Saints’ Parish Church,
Patcham, Sussex. Another name listed is
that of his third son Lance Corporal Edward
Victor Welch. Edward died just three
months after his father in Mesopotamia on
22nd December 1915, whilst serving with the
2nd Battalion Hampshire Regiment,
attached to The Supply and Transport Corps.
He was only 24 years of age.
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Private James ROSS
Graeme Hodge tells the recently
discovered story of Private James ROSS,
a Scottish rugby international and
Kingston Rowing Club member, who lost
his life in one of the bloodiest
engagements in 1914.
James ROSS was born 15th February 1880 at
Rutherford Farm in the Scottish Borders, the
eldest child of Richard Ross, an arable
farmer, and Emily Harriett Ross (nee
Johnson). Located some three miles from
Maxton and seven miles from Kelso,
Rutherford Farm was a substantial property
covering over 1,300 acres and employing 18
men, 18 women and three boys.

Issue 4, March 2016
period. When the 1901 Census was taken,
James was staying as a guest of Mr. and
Mrs. De Clermont at ‘Oakhurst’, Somers
Road, Reigate, Surrey. In 1911 he was
living with his widowed mother Emily at
‘Hazlewood’ in Warlingham, Surrey.
‘Hazlewood’ was a substantial property
consisting of 13 or more rooms. From 1912,
James’ family moved from Warlingham to
‘Starrock Court,’ Chipstead, Surrey.
Whilst living in the Kingston area, James
ROSS took up rowing with Kingston
Rowing Club. He also took up golf, firstly
joining Raynes Park Golf Club and then
later Chipstead Golf Club.

On 28th October 1914, the Battalion was
concentrated at St. Omer and then moved to
Ypres in thirty-four London double-decker
buses. The battalion arrived on 30th October
and for two days marched and
countermarched.

In 1888, at the age of eight, James joined
Cargilfield, Scotland’s first preparatory
school, then located in the Trinity district of
north Edinburgh. After six years, he then
entered Fettes College in 1894.

Then, at 8 a.m., on 31st October, Halloween,
the Battalion was ordered to support 4th
Cavalry Brigade, fighting as infantry on the
Wytschaete–Messines Ridge. This brigade,
which included The Royal Scots Greys, was
on the extreme right of the British
Expeditionary Force and was astride the
second of two German axes. The brigade
was tasked with filling the breach near
"Huns Farm" and with trying to stem the
expected forthcoming German attacks.

Whilst there, James carried off several
prizes, was in the Rugby XV from 1895-99,
and team Captain from 1897-99. Being
rugby Captain for three consecutive years
was a rare feat and several commentators
have described this as a ‘remarkable record’.
As an excellent all-round sportsman, James
also played in the school’s Football XI and
Hockey XI.

James continued to play rugby after leaving
Fettes. In “The Rugby Roll of Honour”
published 1919, E. H. Sewell described
ROSS as “… a sturdily built, very
hardworking forward of the short and heavy
type”. James played many games for
London Scottish and was Captain of the XV
in 1901-2 and again in 1904-5. In 1901 he
was selected to play for Scotland against
England, Ireland and Wales. The team of
1901 proved to be one of Scotland’s very
best and most famous XVs. He played
against Wales again in 1902. His last
international was against England in 1903.
Altogether, James played 5 matches for
Scotland between 1901 and 1903, with a
record of four wins and one defeat.
With his farming and countryside
background James also participated in
outdoor pursuits and enjoyed a reputation as
a respected angler and shooter. E. H. Sewell
noted that James “… used to take a stroll
before breakfast to the top of North Berwick
Law and back, by way of keeping fit, when
there in the summer”.
North Surrey connections
It is a very likely that James resided in the
north Surrey area between 1899 and 1911,
but our research to date has been unable to
trace his exact whereabouts during this

For the next two months the Battalion was
broken up into small groups carrying out
rear area duties which included traffic
control, unloading guns, wagons and
ammunition, acting as ambulance staff and
providing guards and sentries.
On the frontline

School years and early career

James left Fettes College in 1899 and began
work at Renton Bros. and Company. In 1905
he became a member of the Stock Exchange
and later a partner at Robson & Ross.
Rugby international and keen sportsman

Like all the Territorial battalions, the
London Scottish had been expected at the
outset to be retained for home defence
duties. If mobilized, the unit was to be given
at least six months’ training. The reality
was to prove very different. Within just six
weeks of the outbreak of war, the Battalion’s
31 officers and 921 other ranks were posted
to France. They sailed from Southampton to
Le Havre aboard S.S. Winefredian,
disembarking on 15th September 1914.

James ROSS
Outbreak of war: enlisting in the ranks
When war broke out, James immediately
enlisted as a Private in the 1/14th (County of
London) Battalion (“The London Scottish”).
For exiled Scots and those of Scottish
heritage living and working in London and
its environs, joining this regiment was a
natural thing to do. James was just one of
many new recruits whom, despite holding
high positions in commerce or the
professions, chose to join the ‘humble rank
and file’ rather than wait for an officer’s
commission.
The London Scottish
In 1859, The London Scottish was originally
raised under the name The London Scottish
Rifle Volunteers by a group of interested
Scots, many of whom were connected to
The Highland Society of London or The
Caledonian Society of London.
Following the creation of the Territorial
Force in 1908, the 7th Middlesex (London
Scottish) Volunteer Rifle Corps, as they had
been named since 1891, became the 14th
(County of London) Battalion, The London
Regiment (London Scottish).
It should be noted that The London
Regiment was unusual. Not only were all
London Battalions part of the Territorial
Force, but also each was regarded as a Corps
in its own right.

The London Scottish was the first Territorial
infantry battalion to be called into action.
Many of those present, including James
ROSS, were raw recruits having had little or
no previous military experience.
The ‘Battle of Messines’
The London Scottish advanced on to the
ridge, all the time taking casualties from
German artillery fire. By dusk the Battalion
was in position and throughout the night of
31st October and the early morning of the 1st
November, it faced numerous infantry
attacks in overwhelming strength and
constant heavy artillery bombardment. There
was very little artillery support and no
machine guns. The men’s rifles were found
to have defective magazines, which meant
each round had to be loaded separately.
In spite of this, the first German onslaught at
9 p.m. was beaten off. Soon after midnight
the attack resumed with the enemy coming
on in dense waves, cheering loudly and even
supported by their Regimental Bands.
Again, the line held firm. Then at 2 a.m. the
enemy attacked once again and this time the
defenders were forced back by sheer weight
of numbers. Their left flank had been turned,
threatening total destruction of the Battalion.
The
Commanding
Officer,
Colonel
Malcolm, led his remaining reserves in a
successful bayonet charge, thus regaining
contact with the unit on the left.

Royal Borough of Kingston upon Thames War Memorials Association. www.local-hero.org.uk. mail@local-hero.org.uk.

10

www.local-hero.org.uk

Issue 4, March 2016

One of the bloodiest engagements of the
war so far

but just as their eyes became less wide
The order rang out through the air
"To Arms, the Germans they are there"

What followed was one of the bloodiest
engagements of the war thus far. Colonel
Lindsay recorded: "....a prolonged and
confused struggle....there was hard fighting,
bayonets were crossed, fire was exchanged
at close quarters....officers, sergeants and
men had to act on their own initiative".

Now then Scottish give them the bayonet
o'er there's the trench and you must gain it
scarce were the words spoken loud
the Scots are at them like a cloud
o'er yards and yards the rush was wild
and on to Germans deeply filed
went London's Corps of Scots so grand
and bent the Germans to the ground

Losses were heavy. Eventually the C.O. had
no choice but to order withdrawal in order to
avoid
complete
envelopment
and
annihilation. Detachments were skillfully
brought out and the German forces had
suffered so severely that they were not able
to follow up immediately on their limited
successes.

Wild raged the fight on every side
but keener eyes ne'er steel did guide
than those who wear the Hodden Grey
so soon our Scottish had its way

Aftermath
The survivors marched back to Kemmel, and
from there to La Clytte. The casualties,
killed and wounded, totalled 394. So ended
the ‘Battle of Messines’. The London
Scottish, with little or no preparatory
training, without their machine guns and
with defective rifles had, at that critical
moment, held back overwhelming numbers
of the enemy long enough to prevent a break
through that would have threatened the
crucial British positions around Ypres.
Private James ROSS was reported wounded
and missing after the battle and, as nothing
further was ever heard of him, he was
presumed killed on the 1st November 1914,
aged 34 years. He has no known grave but is
commemorated on Panel 54 on the Ypres
(Menin Gate) Memorial.
In Memorium
James is remembered on a number of war
memorials in both Scotland and England. In
Maxton Parish Church, James is listed on
the war memorial located within the church.
In the nearby Village Hall there is also a
framed scroll recording all those from the
Parish who served in the Great War.
In Edinburgh, James is remembered at both
of his former schools, Cargilfield and Fettes
College. He is also listed on the Scottish
National
War
Memorial,
which
commemorates nearly 150,000 Scottish
casualties in the Great War and was erected
in Crown Square - at the very top of the rock
on which Edinburgh Castle stands.
A total of 30 Scottish rugby internationalists
were to die in the Great War, including five
who had been captains of the Scottish
Rugby XV.
James was one of the first Scottish players to
be killed. The Scottish Rugby Union War
Memorial Arch, originally erected at
Inverleith in 1921 and subsequently
relocated to Murrayfield in 1936,
commemorates their sacrifice.
In London, James is remembered at the
headquarters of the London Scottish
Regiment at Horseferry Road and on the
memorial to members of Stock Exchange
who fell in the Great War at the Royal
Exchange.

Kingston Rowing Club memorial plaque
Locally, James’ name can be found on the
bronze plaque in memory to the 24 members
of the Kingston Rowing Club “who gave
their lives for King and Country in the Great
War” and on the brass plaque to the eleven
members of the Raynes Park Golf Club
“who fell in the Great War”. Raynes Park
Golf Club was founded in 1893, but became
Malden Golf Club in 1926 when the original
course was required for development. The
memorial can be found in the Club House in
New Malden.
At the Athletic Ground, Richmond, Surrey,
the home of both the London Scottish
Football Club and the Richmond Rugby
Club, James ROSS is remembered along
with other former players who paid the
supreme sacrifice.
Lastly, James ROSS is commemorated on
the Chipstead War Memorial Cross located
at Church Green. Tragically, also recorded
on one of its memorial plinths, are the
names of two of James’ brothers: Second
Lieutenant Richard (Dickon) ROSS, M.C. of
1st Battalion Devonshire Regiment, who
was killed in action at the Somme 25th
September 1916, aged 22, and Second
Lieutenant Thomas Stewart ROSS, 1st
Battalion, Cameron Highlanders, who died
on the 13th November 1918 from wounds
received in the Battle of Sambre on the 4th
November 1918.

‘Battle of Messines’ Poem by Robert LAW

Private Robert LAW of 14th Battalion
City of London (London Scottish) was
wounded at the Battle of Messines. He
wrote this poem titled ‘Battle of Messines’
‘I sing of the battle of the flood
where our brave lads lay in the mud
and o'er beyond lay the German guns
worked by stalwart boys called Huns
The night wore on and to sleep they tried

Again, again come German hosts
in which Bavarians number most
again again they're beaten back
for never force can beat our Mack
The fight is desperate "Strike Sure"
dear London Scots the day is yours
fight, yes fight with all your might
for London, Love and all that's right
Well they fight and with strong will
yet the German hosts are before them still
more loudly grows the battle's clatter
until at last the Germans scatter
Now above the Battle's lessened din
comes the shrieking of the wind
bearing awful cries at night
cries of men in desperate plight
Then horrible the morning broke
and showed what fell before their strike
Ah no! I'll say little of the blood
that lay upon the plains of mud
It is remembered to this day
how our manly lads in grey
with swinging kilts and hearts aglow
rushed at Britain's greatest foe
How well each man bore the fight
and severed the proud German's might
All honour to the Hodden Grey
"Strike Sure" Scottish, yes that's the way
Dear Scottish were you on England's shore
with well earned peace for evermore
How each Londoner's heart to you would
go
for that great and good and mealy blow
Oh Scottish let us hear once more
the gallant cry we've heard before
we too will sing with you that day
"Way! Way! for the Hodden Grey.”
Published, for the first time, with kind
permission of Private Robert Law’s
granddaughter Rosemary Lever.

Royal Borough of Kingston upon Thames War Memorials Association. www.local-hero.org.uk. mail@local-hero.org.uk.

11

www.local-hero.org.uk

WW1: Battle of Loos

‘The Big Push’
The Battle of Loos was the first truly largescale British offensive of the war, so much
so that it was referred to at the time as ‘The
Big Push’. It marked the first British use of
poison gas.
The battle itself was a complementary action
to an ongoing French offensive known as
the Third Battle of Artois. Whilst the
French attacked in the Champagne and
Vimy Ridge areas, the British Expeditionary
Force (BEF) attacked near Loos, France.
Following an artillery barrage lasting several
days, the Battle of Loos commenced 25th
September 1915 and lasted about three
weeks until 15th October 1915.
BEF Casualties
[source: www.longlongtrail.co.uk]
BEF casualties (died, wounded or missing)
were heavy – estimated to be about 61,000
(about 7,766 died) of which 50,000 were in
the main fighting areas between Loos and
Givenchy and the remainder in subsidiary
attacks. Casualties were particularly high
amongst Scots units. Many Kitchener’s
‘New Army’ units were rushed into battle
for the first time and suffered devastating
losses.
Many of the remaining ‘Old
Contemptibles’ – the original regular army –
were also lost and over 2000 officers were
killed or wounded.
Amongst these, 9th Battalion East Surrey
Regiment suffered 477 casualties (22
officers). A battalion at the time typically
had an attacking strength of between 650
and 750 men. They were part of 72nd
Brigade attacks on the German second line
near ‘Chalk Pit’ on the second day of the
battle
Local fallen
Over the timeframe of the battle, 70 local
men are known to have lost their lives with
the BEF in France. Most were likely to have
been engaged in the battle.
The first two days accounted for 33 of these
losses, with 18 on 25th September and 15 on
the 26th. Of the 15, ten were serving with 9th
Battalion, East Surrey Regiment.
Here are a selection of the their stories

Francis Joseph TESTER
Francis Joseph TESTER was born in
Surbiton in summer 1892. His father was a
Railway Clerk from Sussex. In 1911 they
were living at 5 Mayberry Place (off
Brown’s Road), Surbiton. The census
records Francis as being a Solicitor’s Clerk
On 5th May 1915, Francis married Ellen
May Drake. They already had a daughter
Francis Grace (born 3rd April 1913) and
were living at 10 Paragon Place (off
Berrylands Road), Surbiton.
Days later, on 9th May, Francis volunteered
and the following day, after a medical in
Kingston, was enlisted as Private 9210
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TESTER of 9 Battalion, East Surrey
Regiment, part of Kitchener’s ‘New Army’.
After training he was posted to France
arriving 31st August 1915. He joined “D”
Company of 9th Battalion, which at that time
fell under the command of 72nd Brigade.
On the second day of the Battle of Loos, 26th
September 1915, 9th Battalion went into
action and suffered terrible losses. Francis
went missing and was later presumed killed
on that day. His body was never recovered.
A few weeks later on 17th October 1915, his
distressed wife Ellen May wrote to the
military authorities seeking news:
‘Dear Sirs,
As I have not heard any news of my husband
Pte F J Tester No. 9210, since the 20th of
September, I shall be greatly obliged if you
will kindly let me know where he is or the
reason why I do not hear from him. I send
two letters and two papers every week. His
last letter took sixteen days to reach me.
Hoping you will favour me soon by sending
a reply, as I am very anxious about him.
Believe me.
Yours respectfully, Mrs F.J. Tester.’
It is not clear how or when the news of her
husband’s fate actually arrived.
Francis Joseph TESTER is commemorated
locally on Surbiton Memorial and on Loos
Memorial in France. He is still remembered
by great nephew Ray Harrington and other
family members.

Alfred John DUMPER
Rifleman 2411 Alfred John DUMPER was
with “C” Company 18th Battalion London
Regiment (Royal Irish Rifles). At the Battle
of Loos they were in the 141st Brigade and
under the command of 47th (2nd London)
Division. 141st were engaged in the battle
from the first day until 1st October 1915.
It is unclear at what point in the battle
Alfred was wounded but, he was to die of
his wounds on 29th September 1915, aged
22, and was buried at Le Treport Military
Cemetery, Seine Maritime area of France –
away from the immediate fighting.
Le Treport was an important hospital centre.
No.3 General Hospital was established there
in November 1914 and No.16 General
Hospital in February 1915 amongst others.
It is likely that Alfred was brought to this
hospital and died there before being buried
in the nearby cemetery.
His father was the first Labour Councillor
on Surbiton Urban District Council and sat
on the Surbiton War Memorial Committee.
He lost another son, Thomas Henry, who
died in 1919, aged 32, of tuberculosis
contracted at the Front.
Family members were local publicans,
running the The Royal Oak, Ewell Road and
the The Maypole, Hook Road.
Both brothers are commemorated on
Surbiton, St Matthew’s Church, Tolworth
and Tiffin School memorials.

George William ASHBY
Captain George William ASHBY served
with 6th (City of London) Battalion London
Regiment (City Of London) Rifles. De
Ruvigny’s roll of honour gives a brief
account of his army career and death
“He obtained a commission as 2nd
Lieutenant in the 6th London Regiment
(Territorial Force) in August 1910; was
promoted Lieutenant, 1st February 1913,
and Captain 17 May 1915; volunteered for
foreign service after the outbreak of war;
went to France in March 1915; served
through the Battle of Festubert and other
engagements, and was killed in action
during the attack on Loos, 25th September
1915. He was leading his company down a
lane, cut by our artillery in the German
wire, and had almost reached the enemy fire
trench when they encountered some uncut
wire, and he fell riddled with machine gun
fire in the act of cutting this. His battalion
took and held the trench, but suffered heavy
casualties.”
He died, aged 26, and is buried at Maroc
British Cemetery, Pas De Calais, France. He
is commemorated alongside his brother on
the Surbiton Memorial and was also on the
St Mark’s Church Memorial, Surbiton until
it was destroyed by a WW2 bomb.

Stanley Charles
GODFREY M.C.
There were many who would be decorated
for their bravery during the Battle of Loos.
One of those was a local man Second
Lieutenant Stanley Charles GODFREY of
2nd Battalion Royal Scots Fusiliers. He was
awarded a Military Cross. The citation
reads:
‘For conspicuous gallantry on September
30th, 1915, when the Germans had
succeeded in entering “Gun Trench” and
were bombing down it. It was largely owing
to the personal bravery and initiative of
Second-Lieutenant Godfrey that their
advance was stopped. He organised
bombers, collected bombs, and attacked the
enemy, gaining some ground. He was
continuously fighting from 6.30pm until 5am
next day.’
Just a few weeks later, Stanley Charles
GODFREY was in the news again for very
different reasons. The Observer reported on
7th November 1915:
“The wedding of Second-Lieutenant Stanley
Charles Godfrey, who appeared in Friday’s
Honours List among the recipients of the
Military Cross, took place at St Mark’s
Church. Surbiton, yesterday morning…”
“…eldest son of Captain and Mrs Godfrey,
of 12, Nettlestead, Adelaide Road,
(Surbiton) and his bride was Miss Elsie
Muriel Hatchard, third daughter of Mr and
Mrs Hatchard, of Anglesey House,
Portsmouth Road, Surbiton…There was a
large company present, including a number
of wounded soldiers.”
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WW1 ROLL OF HONOUR, SEPTEMBER 1915 - MARCH 1916
Rank

Serving With

M 02/09/15

ARNOLD, Joseph
William

Private

M 05/09/15

MANN, William
John

S 07/09/15

Dec.

How, Where

Age
+/-1

Public
Memorial

Royal Army Service
Corps; 29th Div. Supply
Column

not sure,
Gallipoli

30

-

Private

Royal Marine Light
Infantry; Deal Bn.; Royal
Naval Division

Killed, Gallipoli

18

New
Malden

CHALMERS,
Arnott David

Lance
Corporal

Household Cavalry and
Cavalry of the Line
Scottish Horse, 3rd ed.

Wounds,
Gallipoli

20

-

S 12/09/15

FIELDING, Henry
Crossley

Captain

38th Dogras, attd. 59th
Scinde Rifles (Frontier
Force), Indian Army

Killed, France
and Flanders

30

Surbiton

St Andrews;
St Mark's

N

K 19/09/15

PARKER, John
Thomas

Private

Royal Fusiliers; 2nd Bn.
"A" Company

Died , Gallipoli

22

Kingston

St. Paul's,
Kingston Hill

N

K 21/09/15

JOURDAN, Harry

Private

Royal Irish Fusiliers; 5th
Bn.

Killed, Gallipoli

18

-

N

K 23/09/15

BURCHAM,
Frederick John

Private

East Surrey Regiment;
1st Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

44

Kingston

N

S 25/09/15

ASHBY, George
William

Captain

London Regiment (City of
London Rifles), 6th (City
Of London) Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

28

Surbiton

M 25/09/15

BOUGHTON,
Richard

Lance
Corporal

Oxford and Bucks Light
Infantry; 5th Bn.

not sure, France
and Flanders

30

-

N

K 25/09/15

CARMICHAEL,
Douglas

Captain

Rifle Brigade; 9th Bn.

not sure, France
and Flanders

21

-

N

K 25/09/15

CARTER, John

Private

Middlesex Regiment; 1st
Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

33

-

N

K 25/09/15

CLARKE, George
James

Private

The Queen's (Royal West
Surrey Regiment); 1st Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

-

-

N

K 25/09/15

CLAYTON,
Frederick

Lance
Corporal

Cameronians (Scottish
Rifles); 10th Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

24

Kingston

St. John's,
Kingston

N

S 25/09/15

COX, James George

Private

Royal Sussex Regiment,
"A" Coy. 2nd Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

33

-

-

N

S 25/09/15

FERGUSON, Robin
Adair

Private

London Regiment (London
Scottish), 1st/14th Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

23

Surbiton

St Mark's

N

K 25/09/15

KNIGHT, Francis
Edward

Private

Cameron Highlanders; 1st
Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

-

-

K 25/09/15

MOLL, Albert
Donald Campbell

Lieutenant

Cameronians (Scottish
Rifles); 10th Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

25

Kingston

M 25/09/15

PAINE, Cecil
George

Rifleman

London Regiment (City of
London Rifles); 6th Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

21

-

N

K 25/09/15

PARSONS, George
William

Private

Middlesex Regiment; 1st
Bn. "A" Company

Killed, France
and Flanders

19

Kingston

N

S 25/09/15

RICHARDSON,
Ruskin John Robert

Lieutenant

South Staffordshire
Regiment, 3rd Bn. attd.
2nd Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

25

-

-

N

S 25/09/15

SELBY, Frederick
William

Private

King's Own Scottish
Borderers, 6th Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

23

-

-

N

S 25/09/15

SOUTH, Harvey
Henry

Private

Gordon Highlanders, 1st
Bn.

not sure, France
and Flanders

-

Surbiton

Christ Church
Surbiton

N

M 25/09/15

WHEELER, James
Edward

Corporal

Oxford and Bucks Light
Infantry; 5th Bn

Killed, France
and Flanders

32

New
Malden

Christ Church
& Methodist
New Malden;

N

K 25/09/15

WOOLVEN, Arthur

Private

Worcestershire Regiment;
3rd Bn.

Wounds, France
and Flanders

19

Kingston

N

K 25/09/15

WRIGHT, Henry

Private

South Lancashire
Regiment; 2nd Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

-

-

N

M 26/09/15

BARNETT, Thomas
George

Lance
Sergeant

East Surrey Regiment;
9th Bn.

not sure, France
and Flanders

27

-

N

K 26/09/15
M

DODDS, Robert
William Lee

Lieutenant

Northumberland Fusiliers;
13th Bn. "B" Company

Killed, France
and Flanders

21

Kingston;
New Malden

N
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WW1 ROLL OF HONOUR, SEPTEMBER 1915 - MARCH 1916 (cont’d)
Rank

Serving With

M 26/09/15

DUERDOTH,
Albert

Private

S 26/09/15

GRAYLAND,
James

K 26/09/15

Dec.

How, Where

Age
+/-1

Public
Memorial

Welsh Regiment; 2nd Bn.

not sure, France
and Flanders

20

-

N

Private

East Surrey Regiment,
9th Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

25

-

N

HARRIS, John
Charles

Sergeant

East Surrey Regiment;
9th Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

22

Kingston

N

S 26/09/15

HATCHER, John
Thomas

Sergeant

East Surrey Regiment,
9th Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

39

Surbiton

St Matthews,
Surbiton

N

K 26/09/15

HIGHAM, Edward
Alfred

Driver

Royal Field Artillery;
154th Bty. (Ammunition
Column)

Died , Home

18

Kingston

St. Peter's,
Norbiton

N

K 26/09/15

HOLLEY, George
Henry

Private

East Surrey Regiment;
9th Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

-

-

St. Luke's,
Kingston

N

S 26/09/15

JONES, William
Douglas

Private

East Surrey Regiment,
9th Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

-

-

-

N

K 26/09/15

LEWIS, Henry
George John

Private

East Surrey Regiment;
9th Bn. "D" Company

Killed, France
and Flanders

31

Kingston

St. Peter's,
Norbiton

N

K 26/09/15

LINDSAY, Leslie
Ernest

Private

East Surrey Regiment;
9th Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

20

Kingston

N

K 26/09/15

PICKETT, Arthur
Ernest

Private

Border Regiment; 2nd Bn.

not sure, France
and Flanders

20

-

N

S 26/09/15

SANDWELL,
Stephen Jethro

Private

Buffs (East Kent)
Regiment, 8th Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

32

-

N

K 26/09/15

SELWOOD,
William Robert

Private

East Surrey Regiment;
9th Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

31

Kingston

St. John's,
Kingston

N

S 25/09/15

TESTER, Francis
Joseph

Private

East Surrey Regiment,
9th Bn "D Coy."

Killed, France
and Flanders

23

Surbiton

Christ Church
Surbiton

Y

K 27/09/15

IRWIN, Horace
Salisbury Oliver
Edwin

Private

King's Own Yorkshire
Light Infantry; 4th Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

19

Kingston

St. Peter's,
Norbiton;
Kingston
Congreg.

N

M 27/09/15
K

PRIVETT,
Frederick Peter

Private

Northumberland Fusiliers;
12th Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

26

New
Malden

Christ Church
New Malden

N

K 28/09/15

EYNOTT, Charles
Herbert

Company
Sgt. Major

East Surrey Regiment;
2nd Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

39

Kingston

N

K 28/09/15

LEWIS, Richard

Lance
Corporal

South Wales Borderers; 1st
Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

24

-

N

K 28/09/15

RUDLAND, George

Lance
Corporal

The Buffs (East Kent
Regiment); 2nd Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

23

Kingston

St. Luke's ,
Kingston

N

K 29/09/15

BRAY, Harold
William

Corporal

Middlesex Regiment; 4th
Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

25

Kingston

St. Paul's ,
Kingston Hill

N

S 29/09/15

DUMPER, Alfred
John

Rifleman

London Regiment (London
Irish Rifles), 18th Bn. "C"
Company

Wounds, France
and Flanders

22

Surbiton

St Matthews ,
Surbiton

N

S 29/09/15

MARKS, Philip
Moses

Second
Lieutenant

Duke of Cambridge's Own
(Middlesex) Regiment, 4th
Bn. attd. 5th Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

24

-

-

N

K 29/09/15

THOMPSON,
Alfred Thomas

Private

The Queen's (Royal West
Surrey Regiment); 2nd Bn.

Wounds, France
and Flanders

21

-

St. Peter's ,
Norbiton

N

M 29/09/15

WOODS, Arthur

Trooper

2nd Life Guards;

not sure, France
and Flanders

26

New Malden

Christ Church
New Malden

N

S 30/09/15

ALLWORK,
Emmanuel Ernest

Private

Devonshire Regiment, 9th
(Service) Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

24

Surbiton

Christ Church
Surbiton

N

S 30/09/15

CHATFIELD,
Henry Leonard

Private

Devonshire Regiment, 9th
(Service) Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

20

Surbiton

St Paul's,
Hook

N

S 30/09/15

CROSS, Leslie

Second
Lieutenant

Royal Field Artillery, 44th
Bty.

Wounds, France
and Flanders

23

Surbiton

K 30/09/15

MANESTER, Bert

Private

Devonshire Regiment; 9th
Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

18

Kingston

St. Peter's,
Norbiton;
Knapp Drwtt.
& Sons

N

K 30/09/15

NICHOLAS, Joseph
George

Lance
Corporal

East Surrey Regiment;
2nd Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

17

Kingston

St. John's ,
Kingston

N
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Name

Rank

Serving With

How, Where

Age
+/-1

K 02/10/15

GODFREY, Harry

Lance
Corporal

King's Own Yorkshire
Light Infantry; 1st Bn.

Wounds, France
and Flanders

25

K 02/10/15

SULLIVAN, Denis

Private

Hampshire Regiment; 2nd
Bn.

Killed, Gallipoli

-

N

K 03/10/15

ELLIOTT, Thomas
Francis

Bombardier

Royal Field Artillery; 35th
Bty. 37th Bde.

not sure, France
and Flanders

26

N

K 03/10/15

HARRIS, Charles
Frederick

Private

East Surrey Regiment;
9th Bn.

Wounds, France
and Flanders

19

K 03/10/15

PUNTER, Arthur
George

Lance
Corporal

East Surrey Regiment;
2nd Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

36

K 03/10/15

ROSE, Arthur

Lance
Corporal

East Surrey Regiment;
7th Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

30

Kingston

St. Luke's ,
Kingston

N

S 04/10/15

STURT, James

Sergeant

East Surrey Regiment,
7th Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

35

Surbiton

Christ Church
Surbiton

N

K 04/10/15

WELCH, Howard
Vyse

Major

East Surrey Regiment;
9th Bn., formerly 4th Bn.

Died, France and
Flanders

60

S 06/10/15

CARTER, Robert
George

Private

East Surrey Regiment,
2nd Bn.

Died, Burma

-

Surbiton

N

S 08/10/15

LARGE, Harold
Emmott

Captain

Rifle Brigade (The Prince
Consort's Own), 10th Bn.

Wounds, France
and Flanders

35

Surbiton

N

S 09/10/15

BRIGHT, Percy
Malcolm

Private

Grenadier Guards, 3rd Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

36

N

K 12/10/15

CHENNELL,
William Jackson

Private

The Queen's (Royal West
Surrey Regiment); 2nd Bn.

Wounds, France
and Flanders

28

N

M 13/10/15

BASHFORD,
Walter George

Private

East Surrey Regiment;
7th Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

26

New Malden

Christ Church
New Malden;
St. John's
Mission

N

K 13/10/15

BREAM, Ernest
William

Private

East Surrey Regiment;
7th Bn. "A" Company

Killed, France
and Flanders

38

Kingston

St. Paul's,
Kingston Hill

N

S 13/10/15

COTTERILL,
Francis Henry

Private

Middlesex Regiment
(Duke Of Cambridge's
Own), 4th Bn.

not sure, France
and Flanders

20

Surbiton

St Paul's,
Hook

N

K 13/10/15

GOODYEAR, John
Edward

Private

East Surrey Regiment;
7th Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

19

Kingston

M 13/10/15

JUDD, Cyril Robert

Lance
Corporal

East Surrey Regiment;
7th Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

22

New Malden

Christ Church
New Malden

N

K 13/10/15

KING, Henry
Arthur

Private

East Surrey Regiment;
7th Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

40

Kingston

St. Paul's,
Kingston Hill

N

S 13/10/15

ROBERTS, Arthur
Cyril Thomas

Private

East Surrey Regiment, C
Coy. 7th Bn

Killed, France
and Flanders

18

M 13/10/15

ROUT, Walter

Private

East Surrey Regiment;
7th Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

-

K 13/10/15

SMITH, Thomas

Private

The Buffs (East Kent
Regiment); 6th Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

-

S 13/10/15

STEANE, Alan
Gordon

Lance
Corporal

Norfolk Regiment, 7th Bn.
"A" Coy.

Killed, France
and Flanders

24

K 14/10/15

BRADFIELD,
Harry

Lance
Corporal

Middlesex Regiment;
2nd/8th Bn.

Died, Egypt

-

N

K 14/10/15

DAVIS, Thomas
William

Private

Queen's Own (Royal West
Kent Regiment); 6th Bn.
"C" Company

Killed, France
and Flanders

21

N

K 15/10/15

BROOKER, John
Thomas

Corporal

Oxford and Bucks Light
Infantry; 2nd Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

25

Kingston

N

K 18/10/15

DUNNE, Walter
Edwin

Second
Lieutenant

Lancashire Fusiliers; 2nd
Bn.

Died, France and
Flanders

35

Kingston

N

K 18/10/15
M

HAWKEY, Leonard
Stanley

Sergeant

Essex Regiment; 9th Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

19

Kingston

N

K 24/10/15

HOLLEY, William
Leslie

Private

North Staffordshire
Regiment; 6th Bn.

Wounds, France
and Flanders

19

N

K 26/10/15

HOBBS, Frederick
Charles

Private

Essex Regiment; 1st Bn.

Died, Egypt

-

N
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Other
Memorials

Adptd

www.local-hero.org.uk

St. Peter's,
Norbiton

N

Kingston

N
N

N

N

N
New Malden

Christ Church
New Malden;
St John's
Mission

N

N
Surbiton
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S

28/10/15

MADDICK, Herbert

Captain

M 29/10/15
K

HARMAN, Edward
James

K

30/10/15

K

Dec.

How, Where

Age
+/-1

Public
Memorial

Other
Memorials

5th (Royal Irish) Lancers,

Died,

-

Surbiton

Private

East Surrey Regiment;
7th Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

24

New
Malden

GEE, Thomas

Private

East Surrey Regiment;
7th Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

39

Kingston

N

05/11/15

MURPHY, Frank
Crowder

Corporal

London Regiment (Royal
Fusiliers); 2nd Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

22

Kingston

N

K

09/11/15

LACY, Alfred
Harry

Private

Duke of Wellington's
(West Riding Regiment);
1st/5th Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

-

K

09/11/15

TURNER, John
Robert

Petty
Officer
Stoker

Royal Navy; H.M.S.
Europa

Died , Sea

28

K

14/11/15

FISK, Benjamin
Amos

Lance
Corporal

The Queen's (Royal West
Surrey Regiment); 6th Bn.

Wounds, France
and Flanders

16

K

22/11/15

HUMPHREYS,
Henry Daniel

Private

Oxford and Bucks Light
Infantry; 1st Bn. "Q" Coy.

Killed,
Mesopotamia

25

S

26/11/15

HALL, Albert
Edward

Sergeant

King's Royal Rifle Corps,
9th Bn.

Wounds, France
and Flanders

22

Surbiton

St Paul's ,
Hook

N

K

27/11/15

CROWTER,
Edward George

Sapper

Royal Engineers; 128th
Field Coy.

Killed, France
and Flanders

19

Kingston

St. Luke's ,
Kingston

N

K

29/11/15

RUMBOL, George
Frederick

Sergeant

Australian Infantry, A.I.F.;
24th Bn.

Killed, Gallipoli

28

St. Luke's ,
Kingston

N

K

01/12/15

STAPLE, Walter
Frederick

Gunner

Royal Garrison Artillery;

Died , Home

49

Kingston

St. Paul's ,
Kingston Hill

N

M 03/12/15

WRIGHT, Vivian
Arthur Butler

Second
Lieutenant

East Surrey Regiment;
12th Bn.

Killed, Gallipoli

20

New
Malden

Christ Church
New Malden

N

K

06/12/15

KEDGE, Arthur
Charles

Private

Lincolnshire Regiment; 6th
Bn.

Wounds,
Gallipoli

18

Kingston

St. John's ,
Kingston

N

K

07/12/15

GURNEY, Harry
Ephraim

Private

Dorsetshire Regiment; 3rd
Bn.

Killed,
Macedonia

21

N

K

10/12/15

LANGTON,
Benjamin

Lance
Corporal

Yorkshire Regiment; 2nd
Bn.

Died, France
and Flanders

29

N

M 19/12/15

LAVENDER,
Edmund

Private

Somerset Light Infantry;
8th Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

-

M 21/12/15

LOOKER, Geoffrey
Vernon Rogers

Rifleman

London Regiment (London
Rifle Brigade); 5th Bn.

not sure, France
and Flanders

29

K

21/12/15

SAPEY, Frederick
John

Private

Coldstream Guards; 4th
Bn.

Wounds, France
and Flanders

26

Kingston

St. Peter's ,
Norbiton

N

M 22/12/15

POSNETT, James
William

Private

East Surrey Regiment;
1st Bn.

not sure, France
and Flanders

24

New
Malden

Christ Church
New Malden;
St. John's
Mission

N

S

30/12/15

PARTON, Harold
Ranger

Fourth
Officer

Mercantile Marine, S.S.
Persia (Greenock)

Died at sea,

20

N

M 30/12/15

YEATMAN,
William Frederick

Ordinary
Seaman

Royal Navy; H.M.S.
"Natal."

not sure, at sea

18

N

M 04/01/16
K

WICKENS, Sidney

Private

Queen's Own (Royal West
Kent Regiment); 6th Bn.

Wounds, France
and Flanders

28

New
Malden

St. John the
Baptist,
Kingston Va.

N

K

06/01/16

MAJOR, Charles
Robert

Private

East Surrey Regiment;
7th Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

29

Kingston

All Saints
Kingston

N

K

08/01/16

WILSON, George
Edward

Private

Royal Army Service
Corps; 605th M.T. Coy.

Died, at sea

-

M 09/01/16

MAXWELL, Henry
James Eglington

Corporal

Royal Engineers; 33rd
Signalling Coy.

not sure, France
and Flanders

37

M 15/01/16

LANE, Frank

Private

Canadian Infantry; 16th
Bn.

not sure, France
and Flanders

-

M 21/01/16

GROVES, William
Richard

Private

Royal Fusiliers; 4th Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

-

Adptd

Area
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N
Christ Church
New Malden

N

St. John's ,
Kingston

N

Kingston

St. Paul's ,
Kingston Hill

N

Kingston

St. Luke's ,
Kingston

N
N

New
Malden

Christ Church
New Malden

N
N

N
New
Malden

Christ Church
New Malden

N
N

New
Malden
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KEDGE, Herbert H.

Private

M 21/01/16

NORMAN, Frank

K

29/01/16

Dec.

How, Where

Age
+/-1

Hampshire Regiment;
1st/4th Bn.

Killed,
Mesopotamia

-

Lance
Sergeant

Hampshire Regiment;
1st/4th Bn.

Killed,
Mesopotamia

-

N

HARDING, Robert
Joseph

Private

Middlesex Regiment; 17th
Bn.

not sure, France
and Flanders

17

N

M 30/01/16
K

WATERER, Frank

Private

Royal Army Service
Corps; 3rd G.H.Q.

Died, France
and Flanders

-

K

07/02/16

MILHAM, Albert

Private

Royal Army Medical
Corps; "T" Coy

Died, Home

-

N

S

08/02/16

FRENCH, Cecil
Berkeley

Private

Royal Fusiliers (City Of
London Regiment), 10th
Bn.

Wounds, France
and Flanders

29

N

K

15/02/16

HANCOCK, George
James

Sapper

Royal Engineers; 77th
Field Coy.

Killed, France
and Flanders

19

Kingston

K

15/02/16

WINSER, Basil
Charles

Captain

Lancashire Fusiliers; 10th
Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

22

Kingston

MID

Public
Memorial

New
Malden

Other
Memorials

Adptd

Area

www.local-hero.org.uk

St. John's ,
Kingston ; St.
John's School

N

St. John the
Baptist,
Kingston Va.

N

N

St. Peter's,
Norbiton;
King's Coll.
Chapel

N

K

16/02/16

ROY, R.

Rifleman

Rifle Brigade; 11th Bn.

not sure, France
and Flanders

40

N

S

18/02/16

GARDNER, Alfred
Joseph

Sto PO

Royal Navy, HMS Victory

Died, UK

46

N

K

19/02/16

FRENCH, William

Lance
Corporal

Military Police Corps;
Military Mounted Police

Died, Home

47

M 22/02/16

BUTLER, Charles

Private

East Surrey Regiment;
9th Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

22

New
Malden

K

23/02/16

WELLS, Thomas
Farrant

Airman
2nd Class

Royal Flying Corps; 6th
Sqdn.

Wounds, France
and Flanders

25

Kingston

K

24/02/16

EVELEIGH, Alfred

Private

The Buffs (East Kent
Regiment); 1st Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

27

N

K

27/02/16

SINCLAIR, Ashley
St. John

Bed
Steward

Mercantile Marine; S.S.
"Maloja" (Belfast)

Not sure, at sea

28

N

K

29/02/16

DAVEY, Thomas
Charles

Private

Royal Army Service
Corps; M.T. Depot
(Bulford)

Died, Home

-

N

K

01/03/16

WELLER, Henry

Driver

Royal Army Service
Corps; 120th Coy. 28th
Div. Train

Died,
Macedonia

-

N

S

02/03/16

DEAN, Thomas

Private

Royal Fusiliers (City of
London Regiment), 8th Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

-

K

06/03/16

GADD, John

Private

East Surrey Regiment;
7th Bn. "D" Company

Killed, France
and Flanders

23

Kingston

K

09/03/16

CRAWT, Frederick
George

Gunner

Royal Field Artillery; "C"
Bty. 63rd Bde.

Wounds, France
and Flanders

21

Kingston

All Saints
Kingston

N

K

10/03/16

KICK, Matthew
Henry

Sergeant

King's Shropshire Light
Infantry; 1st Bn.

Wounds, France
and Flanders

39

Kingston

St. Luke's,
Kingston

N

K

11/03/16

AUSTIN, William
Hollett

Pioneer

Royal Engineers; Signal
Depot (Dunstable)

Died , Home

17

Kingston

K

11/03/16

WAKEHAM, Percy

Private

Middlesex Regiment; 22nd
Bn.

not sure, Home

26

K

12/03/16

PIPER, Roger Alan

Able
Seaman

Mercantile Marine
Reserve; H.M. Yacht
"Mekong,"

Died, at sea

21

All Saints
Kingston

N

Christ Church
New Malden

N

N

-

N

N

N
N

Kingston

N
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M 14/03/16

REPTON, Herbert
Edward

Gunner

Royal Field Artillery;
124th Bty. 28th Bde.

not sure, France
and Flanders

24

New
Malden

Christ Church
New Malden

N

S

16/03/16

MIDDLETON,
Isaac William

Private

Canadian Pioneers, 2nd
Bn., “B” Coy.

Died, France
and Flanders

39

Surbiton

St Paul's ,
Hook

N

K

17/03/16

STOER, Frederick
Charles

Second
Lieutenant

Duke of Cornwall's Light
Infantry; 6th Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

23

Kingston

N

K

18/03/16

EATON, James

Private

East Surrey Regiment;
7th Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

36

Kingston

N

K

18/03/16

WRIGHT, David
Robert

Private

East Surrey Regiment;
7th Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

-

N

K

19/03/16

BISCOE, Frank

Rifleman

London Regiment (Queen
Victoria's Rifles); 9th Bn.

Wounds, France
and Flanders

-

N

K

20/03/16

FRITH, Frederick
Henry

Private

East Surrey Regiment;
1st/6th Bn."B" Company

Died ,
Mesopotamia

23

Kingston

St. John's,
Kingston

N

M 20/03/16

WEBSTER, James

Private

East Surrey Regiment;
7th Bn.

Wounds, France
and Flanders

-

New
Malden

Christ Church
New Malden

N

S

23/03/16

STAGG, William
Egbert Cowley

Corporal

Royal Fusiliers (City Of
London Regiment), 23rd
Bn. "C" Coy.

Wounds, France
and Flanders

43

Long
Ditton

K

26/03/16

BRETT, Robert
Edward

Private

East Surrey Regiment;
1st/6th Bn.

Wounds,
Mesopotamia

-

N

S

27/03/16

CRABBE, Henry
Edward (Edwin?)

Private

South Wales Borderers,
2nd Bn. (Depot)

Died, UK

32

N

K

27/03/16

GOODCHILD,
Alexander Swain

Sergeant

Royal Fusiliers; 4th Bn.
"X" Company

Killed, France
and Flanders

24

K

27/03/16

HAINES, Reginald

Private

Highland Light Infantry;
16th Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

-

N

K

27/03/16

KITCHER, Jack

Private

Royal Scots Fusiliers; 1st
Bn.

Killed, France
and Flanders

-

N

K

27/03/16

SAYER, Herbert
George

Sergeant

East Surrey Regiment;
9th Entrenching Bn.

Died, France
and Flanders

35

N

PETTY, James
Richard

Private

East Surrey Regiment;
6th Bn.

not sure, Home

35

Area

Other
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M 31/03/16

Dec.

Public
Memorial

Kingston

New
Malden

N

N

St. Luke's ,
Kingston

N

St. John's
Mission

Key: Area: Chessington, Kingston, Maldens & Coombe, Surbiton, Tolworth & Hook; Decorations: DCM Distinguished Conduct Medal, MC
Military Cross, MM Military Medal, MID Mentioned in Despatches, CdeG Croix De Guerre

WW1 Roll Of Honour

Gallipoli Campaign

Macedonian Campaigns

The Gallipoli campaign continued to claim
more local lives, with a further nine deaths,
in addition to the 24 previously reported.

In October 1915, a new front opened up in
Salonika (Thessalonika). Two local men
listed above lost their lives in this campaign.

The failed campaign came to a close in
January 1916 with a successful evacuation
of British and Commonwealth Forces. Read
more about the campaign later in the
Newsletter.

East Surrey Regiment Losses

The number of local deaths in any one-day
reached a new peak on the opening day of
the Battle of Loos, on the Western Front in
the Pas De Calais region of France.
Battle of Loos, 25th Sept to 14th Oct 1915

Mesopotamian Campaign

The Battle of Loos was the biggest attack
launched by British and Commonwealth
forces in 1915. It was the first major battle
for the ‘New Army’ units, i.e. those
established after the beginning of the War,
and also the first occasion the British used
poison gas.

The Mesopotamian campaign comprised
Angle-Indian forces of Indian Expeditionary
Force “D”.

Sep 1915 to March 1916
153 local men are listed on the Roll Of
Honour for the period from 1st September
1915 to 31 March 1916.

Over the time frame of the battle, 70 local
men are known to have lost their lives in
France and Flanders. Many would have been
at Loos. The first two days accounted for
33 of these 70 deaths – 18 on the first day
and 14 on the second. Of the 15, ten were
serving with 9th Battalion, East Surrey
Regiment.

Five of the men listed above lost their lives
during the prelude, siege and attempts to
relieve Kut in modern day Iraq – two of
whom were from 6th Battalion, East Surrey
Regiment.
For his actions on 24th April 1916, in
attempting to relieve the siege, local man
Lieutenant Humphrey Osbaldston Brooke
FIRMAN was awarded the Victoria Cross
posthumously.
More of FIRMAN and his brave colleagues
story will be covered in the next edition.

The lives of 40 local men serving with the
East Surreys were lost during the period.
Read above for more information.
Eldest and youngest
The oldest known local man in the Borough
to lose his life in the Great War was the 60year-old Major Howard Vyse WELCH of 9th
Bn., East Surrey Regiment. Read more of
his story earlier in the Newsletter.
One of the youngest local men, Benjamin
Amos FISK, aged just 16 years, lost his life
on 14th November 1915, dying of wounds
and buried in the Pas De Calais area. He
had already been promoted to Lance
Corporal before his death. Four others on
the above Roll were aged 17 years.
To date, we know of six 16-year olds and
one 15-year old from the Borough that died
during the war.
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WW1: East Surrey Regiment

East Surreys At War:
Sept 1915 - March 1916
st

7th Battalion

th

The East Surrey Regiment 1 to 9
Battalion War Diaries help tell the story
of Kingston’s local regiment.

They move from Armentieres to the Loos
area. On 13th October they join a large-scale
attack. They captured and held a German
trench but with a large number of casualties
from enfilade machine gun fire and
bombing. Seven local men are known to
have been killed that day.
They move in and out of trenches until
Christmas. On Christmas Day, they reject an
initiative by the Germans opposite. The
diary records:

Regimental Barracks, Kings Road, Kingston
[Courtesy of Surrey Infantry Museum)
1st Battalion
Moving in and out of trenches in and around
Maricourt and then Arras. There were the
usual array of trench warfare (shelling,
sniping, patrols, etc.) and training when out
of the front line. Several aeroplane duels are
witnessed in the skies above them.
There are intermittent casualties over the
period. One man is killed on Christmas
morning whilst on patrol. On 30th March a
couple of children playing in the streets of
Arras are reported as wounded by a German
shell.
Two local men from the battalion are known
to have died over the period
2nd Battalion
th

‘No fraternising this year, although the
Germans tried to make peaceful advances by
showing the white flag. Our Artillery
consistently pounded their trenches all day
and night. A certain amount of retaliation
took place but not nearly as much as we put
over’.
Thereafter, they move in and out of trenches
and report German activity including several
mines being exploded. At the end of March
they are positioned in trenches at Vermelles.
Over the period, 15 local men from the
battalion are known to have died.
8th Battalion
Having arrived in France 27th July, they
move to trenches south of Albert. On 27th
September 2nd Lt Thorne was killed whilst
on patrol. His brother, serving in the same
unit, went out collect the corpse.
The unit is very active throughout the period
in patrols, mining works and anti-mining
works at the Front. No local men are known
to have died over the period.

nd

From 5 September 1915, 2 Bn. move in
and out of trenches at Wulverghem, 8 miles
south of Ypres. There is lots of sniping
activity.
They move to trenches at Vermelles as Part
of Battle of Loos. From there, they launch
an attack on German trench ‘Little Willie’
on 28th September. Local man Company
Sergeant Major EYNOTT is killed. Germans
retaliated the next day.
On 30th September there was ‘furious
bombing all day…but the battalion held on
to its original position until relieved [the
next morning]’
On 22nd October they travel to Marseilles
the sail to Alexandria, Egypt and then on to
Salonika, arriving 1st December 1915. They
worked on defensive positions until the end
of March 1916, and suffered occasional air
attacks.
Four local men serving with battalion lose
their lives over the period.
th

6 Battalion
Serving with British Indian Army, 4th
Rawalpindi Brigade in 2nd (Rawalpindi)
Division. Three local men lose their lives,
two in the relief or siege of Kut, Iraq.

9th Battalion
Billeted and training until a move to the
Front for the attack on 26th September 1915,
second day of the battle of Loos:
‘The attack was launched at 11am right up
to the enemy’s trenches but the wire not
being cut it was impossible to get through
the enemy’s lines although several fruitless
attempts were made. The casualties were
very heavy at this point chiefly owing to
some machine guns which formed a heavy
cross fire on our men…The enemy continued
to shell very heavily until 5pm… and many
of the slightly wounded were wounded again
or killed.
Casualties were 14 officers 430 other ranks.’
Ten local men were amongst those killed
that day. Amongst the missing was Major
Howard Vyse WELCH, aged 60, who was
wounded, captured and then died several
days later
Xmas Day is spent in billets and is described
as a ‘Great Day!’. On Boxing Day, an
officer is sent home with ‘shell shock’.
At the end of March 1916, they are in
trenches near Wulgerghem, Belgium.

WW1: Letters from the Front

Reverend H.B. HAMER
Dan Leissner, a
Kingston History
Centre volunteer
has transcribed an
army chaplain’s
letters from the
front to his
parishioners at St
Luke’s, Kingston
From September 1915 to February 1916,
Army
Chaplain
Reverend
Herbert
Barningham HAMER wrote a further five
letters from the Western Front to St Luke’s
Church’s parishioners.
In his letter dated 15th September 1915, he
writes of his day-to-day experience working
at a dressing station, tending first to
wounded men’s urgent physical needs
before their spiritual needs. He praises the
work of the surgeons of the RAMC.
On 15th October 1915, he tells of plans for
chaplains to start working on the front line:
“We live in tents in the woods, in a spot that
is very convenient for our troops, because
they are brought back to the woods about
four miles behind the firing line when they
come out of the trenches. At present we
chaplains only go up into the trench-world
at night on the motor ambulances, but the
military authorities are having a dug-out
made up there for the use of the ‘Padres,’
and then we shall take it in turn to go up two
at a time, and live there for a week
together.”
In the November 1915 letter, he tells of there
being generally ‘nothing doing’ as they
settle down in to winter conditions. But, he
wonders how long the ‘rest’ will last.
In December 1915, he reports the ‘rest ‘ was
not as long as hoped due to various training
and other duties.
On 5th January 1916, he tells of a busy
Christmas Day on which he holds numerous
services. He writes from a frontline dug-out
and talks of the gas attacks, which can be
fatal if men fail to put their gas masks on
properly.
On 30th January, he tells of his experience
that night going up to a small cemetery
behind the front trenches ‘to bury two of our
lads who have fallen today.’ He shares the
thoughts of an orderly who is escorting him,
“Death, which seems so remote in the days
of youth, had become a daily reality and,
with the apprehension of that had come the
consciousness of the reality of those truths
we learn as part of our religion, but which
lie outside our natural experience. ‘Our
Lord’, he said, ‘was now intensely real and
near…’
Further extracts from Reverend Herbert
Barningham HAMER’s letters will appear in
future issues of this Newsletter.

In total, 14 local men from the battalion are
known to have died over the period.
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WW1: Gallipoli Campaign

ANZACs at Gallipoli:
Part II: The Landings
In the second of a two-part feature,
Nicholas Howgill tells the fate of four men
with local connections who joined, the
Australian 11th Battalion and took part in
the Gallipoli campaign.
The 11th Battalion Australian Imperial
Forces, part of 3rd Brigade of the 1st
Australian Division, moved to Fremantle on
31st October 1914 and embarked for
overseas service on H.M. Transports A7, the
SS “Medic”, and A11, the SS “Ascenius”.
The two ALLEN brothers embarked on the
“Ascenius”, while William WILCOX was
on the Medic.
As part of the First
Reinforcement, Marcus BULLEN left
Australia on 22 December 1914 aboard the
transport “Themistocles”.
The two
troopships from Fremantle joined the main
convoy on 3 November, and with an escort
of British, Australian and Japanese warships
set sail for the Suez Canal.
On 9 November, when approximately fifty
miles from the Cocos Islands, the convoy
picked up a warning message from the radio
station there. The escorting cruiser HMAS
“Sydney” investigated, and attacked and
wrecked the notorious German cruiser SMS
Emden.

The wreck of SMS Emden after the
encounter with HMAS Sydney (Courtesy of
Australian War Memorial)
The battalion disembarked at Alexandria in
Egypt on 6 December 1914, and went into
camp with the rest of the 3rd Brigade at
Mena, under the shadow of the Pyramids.
Here, other from the Pyramids, there was
little entertainment for the troops apart from
Cairo, and its dubious pleasures, which
allowed the Australians to acquire a rather
bad reputation on account of their conduct.
John ALLEN attracted punishment for
various misdemeanors such as breaking
camp or being absent without leave.
Marcus BULLEN joined the battalion in
early 1915, as a Sergeant.
On 2 March 1915 the battalion embarked on
the transport Suffolk and sailed for the
Aegean. The 1st Australian Division had
been assigned to the Mediterranean
Expeditionary Force (MEF). The aim of the
MEF was to land on the Gallipoli peninsula,
part of the Ottoman Empire (now Turkey).
The peninsula overlooks the Dardanelles,
the straits of which lead to Istanbul, the
Ottoman capital. Occupation of the
peninsula would allow the allied fleet to

11th Battalion AIF at Great Pyramid of Cheops (courtesy of the Australian War Memorial).
pass through into the Sea of Marmara,
threaten the Ottoman capital, and force them
out of the war.
The 1st Australian Division was to land at a
spot about half way up the eastern side of
the peninsula, and seize the hills and ridges
inland that overlooked the landing beaches,
in support of the main landings at the foot of
the peninsula at Cape Helles.
The landings took place on 25th April 1915
(this day has become Australia’s national
day of remembrance). The 11th battalion
landed as the most northerly of the three
battalions in the first wave, with two
companies being ferried from the battleship
HMS “London” by “tows” of four oared
boats, each tow being pulled by a steam
picket boat to a point from which they could
be rowed ashore. The other two companies
were to follow in similar tows from the
destroyers HMS Usk and Chelmer. Two
other battalions were to land to the south of
the 11th. Battalion.
The landing quickly ran into serious
problems. The Ottoman defenders were
alerted by sparks from the funnel of one of
the picket boats, and navigation problems
caused the landings to be made to the north
of the original site, which later became
Anzac Cove. Thus the 11th was faced by
totally unfamiliar terrain. Nevertheless, they
struggled up the steep slopes of the ridges
that overlooked the beach and plunged into
the bewildering maze of gullies, ridges and
gorse beyond them. The difficult terrain
caused units to split and fragment, while all
the while Ottoman resistance was increasing
and becoming more focused. Little artillery
support was available.
Despite the difficulties parties of the 11th
reached the height called Battleship Hill.
However Ottoman reinforcements forced
them back to a hill known as “Baby 700”.
Desperate fighting raged there all day, with
both sides feeding in men piecemeal. Baby
700 was lost and retaken at least five times,
but at the end of the day it was in Ottoman
hands.

Private William John WILCOX, age 23
William WILCOX was among those who
died there. Such was the fragmentation of
the battalion that he was recorded as missing
only on 30th April, when the battalion was
taken out of the line to reorganize itself. It
had lost half its strength. William WILCOX
was declared dead by a Court of Inquiry on
10 April 1916, when the battalion was in
France. His body was identified after the
war, and he is now buried in the Baby 700
Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery. His
is one of only forty-three identified graves
there.
Private John Arthur ALLEN, age 22
Sergeant William Vincent ALLEN, age 26
William and John ALLEN were both
recorded as killed on 2nd May 1915. Neither
has a known grave and both are now
commemorated on the Lone Pine Memorial.
Little is known about their deaths, except
that William’s records show that he died at
Kaba (or Gaba) Tepe. This was a point to
the south of the ANZAC lodgment occupied
by Ottoman forces, from which they
subjected the beachhead to artillery fire.
The 11th battalion mounted an unsuccessful
raid from the sea on the point on 4 May,
which incurred heavy casualties, and the fact
that the remains of neither of the ALLEN
brothers were found suggests possible
participation in the raid, despite the

Lone Pine Memorial (courtesy of the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission).
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difference between the date of the raid and
the recorded date of their death. However
the battalion was in the line from 1 May, and
suffered casualties from sniping and
shelling.
Sergeant Marcus BULLEN, age 20
The last of the four, Marcus BULLEN, died
1st August 1915. A letter to his mother,
originally published in the “Swan Express”,
Western Australia on 30 July 1915, was
reproduced in the Surrey Comet on 11th
September 1915 (see later).
In it he
described the confusion of the landings, and
the fragmentation of the units, with men
attaching themselves to any leader, of which
he seems to have been one. He took over
the duties of Platoon Sergeant and became
known as ‘Sergeant Bull’, particularly by a
Captain S.H. Jackson of ‘C’ Company.
He died during an operation to capture a set
of Ottoman trenches called the “Turkish
Despair Works”. Captain Jackson was in
charge of the most northerly of the four
parties detailed to capture the works. The
assault was made on the night of 31st July
1915. Jackson’s group established itself in
two parties, one in the open, where they dug
rifle pits to shelter from the heavy Ottoman
fire, and one in parts of the Ottoman trench
system. Marcus BULLEN left the shelter of
the trench to join Captain Jackson’s party
and was killed. He is buried in Shell Green
Cemetery.
Shell Green Cemetery, Gallipoli (Photo
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His diary includes terrible accounts of the
fighting at the front from then on until he is
eventually wounded in the eye on 7 August
1915 and is transported to England on a
hospital ship, arriving 30 August 1915. He
is brought to King’s George’s Hospital
(K.G.H.), Stamford Street, London (near
Waterloo Station).
Toward the end of 1915 his diary records
him as being in the Kingston and Surbiton
area. He was seemingly having a very
different experience to those he endured at
the front. Here are some extracts:
20/11/1915: - Birthday; leave K.G.H. by
motor for Kingston Red Cross Hospital in
Surrey. Arrive at 3pm and go into the town.
24/11/1915 – Visit K.G.H., walk to
Wimbledon Common, back to hospital
through the wood path, past golf links and
Coombes Park; go to Hampton Court
Palace. See pictures and state rooms.
2/12/1915 – Mother’s birthday; invitation to
Mrs. Cundall’s home, Oak Hill, Surbiton;
picture show.
3/12/1915 – Kingston Empire Theatre
25/12/1915- Xmas Day. Mass at St
Raphael’s. Dinner in hospital and concert at
night.
30/12/1915 – Another Xmas dinner by
farmers of Surbiton district; concert in
Assembly Hall and travel by special trams.
8/1/1916 Leave Kingston for K.G.H.. Arrive
at 11a.m. and after dinner go to IrishAustralian Concert at Chiswick
In March 1916 Sergeant-Major T MURPHY
sets sail for home and he closes his diary 4th
May 1916 simply with the words ‘SYDNEY
AND HOME, THANK GOD!

Lord Birdwood At
Hampton Court Palace
courtesy of Tiffin School).
Thanks are due to John King, the archivist at
Tiffin School, the Australian War Memorial
(www.awm.gov.au) and the 11th Battalion
AIF
Living
History
Project
(www.11thbattalionaif.com) for help and
information.

Christmas Day 1915:
ANZAC at Surbiton
The ANZAC Memorial is a book
comprising a Roll of Honour, listing nearly
20,000 Australians who died in the war, plus
items such as: photographs, poems, notes,
letters, diaries and other ephemera.
One such diary is that of Sergeant-Major T
MURPHY of 1st Battalion Australian
Imperial Force who was called up on 6th
August 1914 and landed at Gallipoli in the
third wave on the opening day of the
campaign 25th April 1915.

Ann Gillespie, a local Royal Palaces
volunteer, recently drew our attention to
an exhibition about Lord BIRDWOOD
that took place at Hampton Court Palace
last year to mark the centenary of the
Gallipoli Campaign.
Field
Marshall
William
Riddell
BIRDWOOD, 1st Baron of ANZAC and
Totnes was born in Kirklee, Poona, India on
13 September 1865 to Herbert Mills.
He came to England when he was three
years old and was educated at Clifton
College, Bristol then Royal Military
College, Sandhurst, from which he acquired
an early commission due to a Russian war
scare in 1885.
He travelled back to India that year, before
going to serve in South Africa in November
1899. In 1894 he married Janetta Hope
Gonville Bromhead at Lahore Cathedral,
India. They had two daughters and one son.

relationship with the Lord Kitchener and this
was one of the decisive elements of his
career.
In November 1914 he was given command
of the forces raised by Australia and New
Zealand (ANZAC troops) for service in
Europe. They trained in Egypt before
serving at Gallipoli. Despite the failure of
the campaign and the high casualties, he
retained popularity and loyalty from the
men. He masterminded the safe evacuation
from the peninsula, a manoeuvre in which,
amazingly, no further lives were lost.
Following the Gallipoli campaign, he took
the ANZAC forces to France and remained
in charge until May 1918 when he took
command of the 5th Army, becoming a
General in 1917.
In 1919 he was made first Baronet
Birdwood or Anzac and Totnes. He held the
office of Aide-De-Camp General to HM
King George V between 1917 and 1922.
Between 1920 and 1924 he commanded the
Northern Army in India. In 1925 he became
Commander in Chief, India, being promoted
to Field Marshall at the same time.
Following retirement in 1930, the King had
hoped to appoint Lord Birdwood as the next
Governor-General
of
Australia
but,
following Australian wishes, he appointed
an Australian to the post instead. In March
1933 he was appointed Colonel of the Royal
Horse Guards (the ‘Blues’).
In 1935, he wrote in the Western Australian
Distance Education Magazine claiming that
he had two granddaughters making good use
or distance courses for educational purposes.
In 1936, he attended the funeral of King
George V and, in 1937, he reviewed Sikh
troops attending the Coronation of King
George VI in Bushey Park.
In 1938 in recognition of his wartime
service, he was raised to the peerage as
Baron William Riddell Birdwood of Anzac
and Totnes.
His autobiography ‘Khaki and Gown’ was
published in 1941, followed by ‘In My Time:
Recollections and Anecdotes’, published in
1946.
His home at Deal Castle was bombed in the
WW2. He was offered Apartment 39,
Hampton Court Palace in 1943 as an
alternative. His military hero Field Marshall
Garnet Joseph, First Viscount Wolseley, had
also lived there from 1899 until 1930.
His later years were darkened by failing
eyesight and the death of his wife in 1947.
He died on the 17 May 1951, aged 85.
The funeral service took place in the
Palace’s Chapel Royal on 23rd May. He was
buried with full military honours at
Twickenham Cemetery. A 19-gun salute
was fired in his honour on Hampton Court
Green. The Australian Government still pays
for the upkeep of his grave, which they last
repaired in 2013.

He had a distinguished military career in
India, South Africa and the Great War. He
was one of a few leaders who came out on
Thanks to Hampton Court Palace and
the Gallipoli campaign with his reputation
Historic Royal Palaces.
enhanced. He had a good working
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WW1: Letters from the Front

Letters from the Front:
Old Tiffinian Sergeant
Marcus Bullen, 11th AIF
Surrey Comet, 11th September 1915
edition, reproduced extracts of a letter
from Marcus BULLEN (see ‘ANZACs at
Gallipoli’ feature) to his mother, first
published in the “Swan Express,”
Western Australia, dated 30th July 1915.
“I expect by now, through the medium of
the paper, you have as good an idea of our
landing as we who are here. What a press
onlooker cannot have had too good an
insight into, though, was the seemingly
inextricable confusion of units, which
prevailed during the first few days of
fighting. Whole companies and battalions
were lost sight of, and one found oneself
firing and advancing side by side with some
of the 1st and 14th, or the New Zealanders, or
indeed anybody at all. Speaking for myself,
I had the majority of my section with me
from the start, but one by one I was losing
them through various causes, and we
chipped in with anybody we happened to be
close to.”
“For a detached party the one to take charge,
if there were no officer present, was the man
who was willing to do so, and several times
I had considerably more than a section
following me. At other times, of course, I in
turn was following someone else, if he
seemed to have a better grip of things at the
moment than any of the rest of us. Anyhow,
we seemed to establish ourselves fairly
firmly on the first and second ridges, and
after three days and nights continuous going,
we got the word that the 3rd Brigade was
being called in, and an attempt being made
to reorganise it on the beach. So down we
went and found that the majority of those
who were safe and sound had come down
the previous evening. I have omitted to say
that while we were in the firing line I had
found myself next to our Platoon Sergeant,
and he was taken ill in the trench and I had
to send him away. Consequently when we
reorganised I had to take on his duties, and
have been acting in that capacity since. Not
quite half our platoon answered to the roll
call, the rest being made up of killed,
wounded and missing. Some of the latter,
though, swelled our numbers by turning up
in ones and twos during the following days.”
“Well our battalion was ultimately allotted
its section of the firing line to look after, but
a few days later we shifted again into our
present position. Things are fairly quiet just
at our portion of the line, and the nearest
Turkish trenches are about 200 yards ahead
of us. A desultory sort of fire is maintained,
but little damage effected on either side, as
sand bags and solid earth form a pretty good
bullet stopper.”

Marcus BULLEN’s grave at Shell Green Cemetery, Gallipoli, with a wreath left by Tiffin
School in 2015 to mark the centenary of his death. Photo courtesy Tiffin School.
“Further to our left, though – I might say
that our line is from three to four miles long
– it is altogether a different matter. The 4th
Brigade and the New Zealanders are there,
and our trenches and the enemy’s are only
separated by a stone’s throw. This is literally
true, as a kind of cricket match is indulged
in, bombs taking the place of the ordinary
leather stitch ball. The fellows up there have
quite an enduring time and some have
distinguished themselves by catching the
bombs as they land in our trenches and
promptly returning them to the Turks before
they explode.
“The bombs do not explode on concussion
but are time-fused, and when one does fall
in the trench cries of “On the ball” greet its
appearance, and although naturally there is a
bit of scatter they never fails to be someone
with sufficient daring to grasp and get rid of
it before it does any harm. The old saying
concerning the ton of lead to kill a man is
undoubtedly a true one, and a lot of the
enemy’s shrapnel falls in excellent places
“far from the madding crowd” otherwise

known as Australians. When the shells are
absurdly distant of their mark derisive yells
of “Take him off” indicating that the bowler
is of meagre ability, are let out from our
chaps.
“Most decidedly war at time has its
humorous aspects, and it doesn’t take a
Mark Tapley [a character from the novel
Martin Chuzzlewit by Charles Dickens] to
see them either. The little bit I’m going to
tell you now may see, hardly credible, but
nevertheless I assure you it is Gospel truth.
On May 18 the Turks made a vigorous
attack on the whole front of our line, and
were repulsed with exceedingly heavy loss.
Consequently later on they were obliged to
ask for an armistice to enable them to
[collect their dead and wounded], and as the
latter came unpleasantly close to our lines,
our people were only too pleased to accede
to the request.”
“As a result a cessation of hostilities
prevailed from 7 a.m. to 4.25 p.m. on
Empire Day, May 24th. Both sides sent out
burying and rescuing parties, and war that
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day was far from anyone’s thoughts. Our
fellows and the Turks mixed freely and
exchanged cigarettes for tobacco, souvenirs
of all descriptions, earrings and the like, and
even photographs. Some of the Turkish
officers could speak French, and so we were
able to indulge in some sort of a
conversation. One and all agreed that the
sooner war was over the better, but naturally
sufficient tact was exercised to see that no
subject likely to arouse discussion was
touched on.”
“When the task of the day was nearing
completion, and time was running short, the
“enemies” parted with many handshakes and
good wishes, and punctually at 4.23 returned
to the ordinary pastime of endeavouring to
kill one another. Such, then, is one side of
war, and had I not seen it and participated in
the affair myself, I know very well that I
would never have placed any reliance in the
tale.”
“We are, of course, continually on the qui
vive for spies, the more so as during the
preliminary fighting it shows that there were
German officers in our lines. One cannot but
admire their pluck, knowledge and ingenuity
in safely engineering themselves right into
our midst so cleverly, but happily for us the
majority of their schemes were frustrated.”
“A common device was to pass an order
down the lines. Which plausible enough
though it sounded, was in reality detrimental
to our interests.”
“Several dramatic incidents are credited to
this cause, perhaps the most so being the
following: The order was passed “All
Australians to cease fire to-night, as English
and French are on our flanks, and have the
enemy surrounded.” An officer stopped the
order and sent back “Who sent that order?”
The originator was unlucky, for he stood up
and said “Colonel ______, but the real
Colonel ______ was only three paces away,
and remarking “I am Colonel ______,” shot
the imposter dead with his revolver.”
“How’s that for a Walter Melville stage
incident? (I might say that the French and
English were not within miles of us)”
Marcus BULLEN was the youngest child of
Mr and Mrs A L Bullen, late of New
Malden. He was a former pupil at Christ
Church School, New Malden before
achieving a scholarship to Tiffin School.
His father Mr. Bullen was a florist at Covent
Garden for over 20 years. He emigrated to
Australia and enlisted in Perth at the
outbreak of the war.
Sergeant Marcus BULLEN died during an
operation to capture a set of Ottoman
trenches called the “Turkish Despair
Works”. The assault was made on the night
of 31st July 1915.
For a fuller account if his story, see
ANZACs: part II at Gallipoli feature above
and the Part I in the previous Issue 3 of this
Newsletter.
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The Macdonald Brothers
th

Surrey Comet 14
November 1914
included letters home from two Kingston
brothers about the same battle in which
James Ross (see earlier feature) died.
Private Donald R. Macdonald of London
Scottish Regiment, wrote:
“I expect you have been very anxious at not
hearing from us for some days, but (as you
will have probably heard by now) we have
been into action with the Germans. Thank
God, Bob and I are quite all right.
Unfortunately the battalion has suffered
very heavily; 750 of us went into action, and
I believe the casualty list is nearly 260 of
that number. The action lasted about two
days. On the morning of the 31st [October]
we moved forward about 5 a.m., and hard to
go through a village before entering the
battlefield. No sooner had we entered the
village than shells began to pour in, and
four chaps from our company were
wounded. The bombardment continued from
then until we began to take up our positions.
We were taking up a position held by our
cavalry, and as there were no trenches we
had to simply lie down flat while the
bombardment went on all around. Shells
were bursting everywhere, and how Bob and
I escaped is a miracle.”
“At about seven in the evening we started to
dig ourselves in, and had hardly begun when
the Germans started a night attack, the rifle
fire being a perfect fusillade. Bob and I
became separated then, and did not meet
again till next day. Our regiment was sent
into this battle as the Allies’ forces were
weak at this point, and it was absolutely
essential that the position should be held
until reinforcements had arrived. We have
now been sent back to have a rest and be reequipped, and unless anything disastrous
should happen, I do not think we shall have
such a terrible time again. Some regulars
fighting near us, and who have been right
through the war, say, that it was the hottest
artillery fire they had been under. I have not
had my boots off for over a week until last
night, so you can guess what a time we have
had. Our packs in which we carried our
spare things I had to throw away in the
fight, and all the socks and things you sent
were in it. I do not know how long this war
will last, but I believe we shall soon have the
Germans on the run.”
His brother, Private Robert E R Macdonald,
writes:
“On October 30th we were going into action
at ___, but not being wanted there, we were
sent to another place to sleep. We got up at
3.30am on the 31st and left this village at
4.30am. We marched to a certain place and
then through a village to take up our
position. A German aeroplane spotted us
going through and gave the signal to the
Germans as to our whereabouts. All of a
sudden several “Jack Johnsons” were sent
into the village, and houses were being

smashed right and left. We got through the
village quite safely with only four of our
chaps wounded. Having got into the position
allocated to us, we had to dig trenches to get
into them. Donald [his brother] and I were
together and without exaggeration, about
sixty “Jack Johnsons” burst within thirty
yards of us during the first hour. We
managed to keep safe all day. In the evening
we were told we had to retire about 400
yards, as there was a night attack being
expected. At about 11 o’clock the Germans
attacked. There were only about 600 men of
other regiments and ourselves who were
fighting along the mile and a half of front we
were defending. The Germans were
composed of about two and half army corps
along a front extending about seven miles. I
think the number of Germans actually
fighting against us were about 12,000. We
held the position until about 11 o’clock the
next morning, when we were reinforced by
another regiment. We then retired out of the
firing line to a little village where we were
to have breakfast. We had only just arrived
when we were ordered to clear out as the
Germans had been informed that we were
there, and that they were going to shell the
village. We had only just got out when the
first shell arrived, and now there is nothing
left of that village.”
In a separate letter to a friend, Private Robert
E R Macdonald, writes:
“On the way to take up our position on 31
October, we had to go through a village: the
Germans were signalled to by an aeroplane
and by a spy who was in the village, and
before you could say “knife” we received
about a dozen “Jack Johnson” shells. How
we got out with only four men wounded I
don’t know. The spy was shot on the spot by
one of the English officers. Eventually we
got to our position with this aeroplane
following us and giving the Germans the
news where we were. Consequently we were
shelled the whole time, and had to dig our
own trenches when we arrived, staying in
them until eight p.m.”
We then took up a position about 400 yards
further back, by the side of a straw-stack, as
we were expecting a night attack. We
eventually found a German on top of the
stack, shooting at our fellows as they went
by. He was shot on the spot. About eleven
o’clock the Germans attacked. There were
about 12,000 of them against our lot and
about 600 British regulars, but we held them
back until five in the morning, when we
retired further back. Then we advanced five
or six times across open fields, with bullets
and shrapnel shells buzzing all round us …
You can read in the papers about our battle.
Three Generals wrote to our Colonel
praising the work of the ‘Scottish’ and
saying we had saved the situation. I have
had quite enough of war: it is awful!”
Robert Macdonald and we believe his
brother survived the war.
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WW2: Anniversaries

The Blitz (75th)

Between September 1940 and May 1941,
the Nazis launched a strategic bombing
campaign targeting populated cities
known as ‘The Blitz’. The Royal Borough
of Kingston was victim to the bombing.
To date we know of 225 local civilian deaths
during WW2. Of those, 110 (nearly half)
were killed in the nine months of the Blitz –
Their ages ranged from 11 months to 85
years old.
Below is a small selection of stories:
The Godfray family
New Malden had already suffered badly
from the devastating raid on 16th August
1940 reported in the last issue. A month
later, on 18th September, there would be
further loss when four members of the
GODFRAY family, mother Ida and three
children, were killed at 3 Alric Avenue, New
Malden.
The Hoad family
Another month later, on 17th October 1940,
Henry HOAD, his wife, son and daughter
were all killed when bombs landed at 3
Howard Road, New Malden.
Metropolitan Police Detective
On 25th September 1940 Detective Sergeant
Frank Truscott COLLINS, Metropolitan
Police died aged 34. He was injured at West
End Central Police Station and died the
same day at St. George's Hospital. He lived
at 6 Bramley Mansions, Ewell Road,
Surbiton, Surrey.
Chessington Zoo Shelter
nd

On 2 October 1940 three people were
killed whilst in Chessington Zoo Shelter.
They were Annie PAGE, son Ronald, aged
10, and Elizabeth ARNOLD. Both families
were living in the grounds of the zoo.
County Hall, London
On 10th October 1940 three Surbitonians
were killed whilst at County Hall, London.
One of the three, Eda Marjorie NEWMAN,
aged 38, was an Air Raid Precautions
(A.R.P.) Telephonist.
Park Road, Kingston
On 12th November 1940, eight were killed
when three neighbouring houses 107, 109
and 111 Park Road, Kingston were hit.
Amongst the dead was 11-month-old Brian
Edwin RYDER.
Elm Road, Kingston
On 29th December 1940, 18 were killed or
mortally wounded when properties 158 to
164 Elm Road, Kingston were struck. Three
lost their lives from both the WARWICK
and WHELAN families.
The Reverend Air Raid Warden

Ken Watson at Royal Oak Memorial, St Magnus Cathedral. Photo courtesy Rosemary Lever.

Heroes’ Return Visit to
the Orkneys (70th)
Rosemary Lever tells of WW2 veteran
Ken Watson’s return to the Orkneys in
November, 70 years since his last visit.
Local WW2 veteran Ken Watson visited the
Orkneys and Clydeside in mid-November as
part of the Big Lottery Fund’s Heroes
Return programme. It was Ken’s first visit to
these parts of Scotland since serving as a
Royal Navy seaman on the convoys to
northern Russia from 1944 to 1945.
Unlike then, Ken travelled by air to
Kirkwall, enjoying an aerial view of Scapa
Flow, which gave a wonderful sense of size
and geographical location. Kirkwall Airport
is small and in a very short time Ken was on
a local bus heading past sheep and desolate
landscapes for the Highland Park distillery.
Here, Ken was given a very warm welcome
with a complimentary 18-month single malt
whisky and souvenir glass in recognition of
his part on the Arctic Convoys. In the
evening, after dinner at the Kirkwall Hotel,
Ken enjoyed music from the Orkney Fiddle
and Accordion Club at a nearby venue.
Unfortunately, Ken’s visit coincided with
the eye of Storm Abigail sweeping through
the Orkneys on Friday the 13th so a trip
across Scapa Flow to visit the Russian
memorial built at Lyness in 2009 was out of
the question. The memorial, in Russian and
English, remembers the thousands of
seamen who died during the WW2 Arctic
Convoys. However, there was an excellent
lunch at the Royal Hotel in Stromness prior
to the town’s Museum bringing out their
photos of the naval base during WW2 for
Ken to view and reminisce. The rest of the
day was spent in awe of the torrential rain
and driving wind with Ken wondering how
their ship ever coped in such dreadful
conditions. In the evening there was some

respite with a visit to the Kirkwall Royal
British Legion where once again Ken was
afforded marvelous hospitality from the
Orcadians.
On the next day, Ken visited St Magnus
Cathedral in Kirkwall – Britain’s most
northerly Cathedral. The Cathedral houses
the memorial to the HMS Royal Oak that
was sunk in Scapa Flow in October 1939,
which includes the ship’s bell and a book
listing the 833 men who lost their lives.
Afterwards, and with the wind still blowing
forcefully, Ken took the bus across the
Churchill Barrier to the Italian Chapel,
erected during WW2 by Italian prisoners of
war who placed two Nissen huts together. It
is now the subject of a best-selling
paperback by Philip Paris.
In the afternoon, Ken returned to the airport
for a flight across the snowy Cairngorms to
Glasgow, where once again there was
torrential rain, bad enough to cancel the
switching on ceremony of the Christmas
Lights in George Square. Ken was reunited
with Sauchiehall Street, a fashionable
shopping street far removed from the place
where he remembers being hit over the head
by a man with a bottle! On the following
day Ken went out to Greenock, but again the
weather was too bad to spend any time by
the Clyde, a Sunday lunch at the
Wetherspoon’s pub having to suffice. Ken
returned to London via a whistle-stop visit
to Edinburgh by tram to see Princes Street
and the Murrayfield rugby stadium.
Ken is very grateful to the Big Lottery Fund
for making this trip possible. Having
experienced Storm Abigail first hand and
knowing that these parts of Scotland have
suffered successive storms thereafter, Ken is
filled with absolute admiration for the hardy
folk who live there and wonders how he and
his fellow sailors ever managed to sail to
Russia in such awful conditions.

On 14th February 1941, The Reverend John
PENDLEBURY, also an Air Raid Warden,
was killed, aged 32 at his home 169 Malden
Road, New Malden.
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WW2: Holocaust

Local Holocaust
Survivor’s Story
Marcel Ladenheim shares his personal
Holocaust story here, in his own words.
“In May 1940, the German forces invaded
France from Belgium. The following month
on the 14th June, they entered Paris.
The French government capitulated three
days later - the people were not going to
suffer again as they did in WW1. The
country was divided into the northern part
governed by the Germans and the southern
part, under the Vichy-led Marechal Petain.
I was born in June 1939, therefore, as a Jew,
I was in mortal danger because the Nazis
were murdering Jewish men, women,
children and even babies. French Jews were
sent mainly to Auschwitz Concentration
Camp where about 95% of the 78,000
transferred were gassed to death.
My mother and father had escaped from
Austria to France before the outbreak of war
but that was not far enough. My father was
called in to a local school by the Billet Vert.
This was a trap because he was not released
but instead sent to a holding camp in Beaune
la Rolande near Orleans. From there he was
deported to Auschwitz, where he was
murdered like so many others. Over one
million ended their lives there, some say
even up to four million but the exact number
will never be known.
My mother was left alone with no family
and heavily pregnant; my brother was born
at the end of May; she was under
considerable stress surrounded by German
soldiers, hostile French police and unable to
speak French. Furthermore, she had a
newborn baby and a two year old boy – me.
She was made aware of the dangers to Jews,
and realised that she had to seek sanctuary
elsewhere. So, she took us into hiding at 24
rue Pouchet in the 17th Arondissement of
Clichy, staying with non-Jewish friends,
Monsieur and Madame Leriche.
This situation did not last too long because,
under such an anxious period, my mother
suffered a breakdown and was hospitalized leaving her two boys with the Leriches. The
Leriches were aware of the dangers of
harbouring Jews and I was therefore
encouraged to seek help from neighbours,
Olga and Esther Masoli living at 18 rue
Pouchet.
Fortunately, they took me in and hid me
until the end of the war. This was a very
brave act because there were incidents
where being caught hiding Jews resulted in
being sent to a Concentration Camp or even
being [summarily] shot in the street outside
the apartment.
Although in hiding, like many ‘Hidden
Children’, I was very happy and was
unaware of the events unfolding in the
outside world, so when my mother turned up
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after the war, there must have been buckets
of tears. I stayed with my mother for a short
period but, still suffering from severe
depression, she was unable to cope and I
remember the police taking her away – more
tears and sadness from her two boys.
I returned to the Masoli’s for a pleasant few
years until my aunt, sister of my mother,
came to take my brother and I to
Manchester, England - again a painful
separation and tears.
I studied at Manchester University, became
a dental surgeon and in 1969 I opened a
practice in Surbiton until my retirement in
2002. I am happily retired and now visit
schools to talk about my story and the
dangers of racism in general and antiSemitism in particular, which is still
prevalent.
Although I am local, I certainly do not
consider myself a hero. It is Olga and Esther
Masoli who were heroines, who took in a
Jewish four-year old in spite of the dangers.
I will forever be grateful to them.”

Marcel Ladenheim as a boy with one of the
Masoli sisters. Courtesy Marcel Ladenheim

Visit to Sachsenhausen
Concentration Camp
Rosemary Lever tells us of her recent visit
to a Nazi concentration camp
‘I have had a fascination with Berlin since I
first visited East and West Berlin in 1975,
and then again in 1979 as part of an
organised coach and camping trip to Russia.
I have made a number of visits since and
find it incredible that I can now walk under
the Brandenburg gate rather than look at it
across No Man’s Land. Berlin is a very easy
city to move around and there are numerous
museums and exhibitions of interest,
including 220 metres of the original 155kilometre wall.
So, when I heard my son, a secondary
school teacher, would be in Berlin and was
intending to follow his students’ lead by
visiting the Sachsenhausen Concentration
Camp Memorial, I knew I had to join him with some trepidation.

We met our guide Lorna from Original
Berlin Walks at the main railway station
before taking the one-hour train journey to
Oranienburg. We were a multi-national
party, each with their own reason for being
there. It took about 20 minutes on foot to
reach the Sachsenhausen visitor centre.
Here, there are models of the camp to give
you a sense of the location, planning and
workings of this camp before heading off
along the approach road and through the
‘Arbeit macht frei’ entrance gates. From
start to finish this tour was very sensitively
handled by Lorna, who had her own reasons
for taking people to Sachsenhausen: her
grandfather, who was in the British Army,
had liberated prisoners from another camp
and was concerned that future generations
should not forget the horrors of war.
At Sachsenhausen, tens of thousands
perished at the hands of the Nazis in
conditions of appalling brutality. The camp
became a training ground for the SS and the
site of the headquarters of the whole
concentration camp system. After the Nazis
were defeated, the Soviets apparently used
Sachsenhausen as a camp for their own
political enemies – thousands more were to
perish over the next five years. In 1961, the
site was converted into a National Memorial
with the East German regime manipulating
the history of the camp for its own ends.
My son and I visited on a bright, sunny day
just before the arrival of the cold continental
winter. Even so, there was a chill in the air
and one could only begin to imagine how
the prisoners coped with hours in the
outdoors when on roll call or hard labour.
Some Jewish prisoners survived by working
in the forgery workshop, counterfeiting
millions of pounds sterling. Barracks 38 and
39 are devoted to the Jewish perspective (an
anti-Semitic firebomb attack in 1992
destroyed parts of both barracks). Georg
Elser, the man who tried to kill Hitler in
November 1939, was held prisoner at
Sachsenhausen. There were a number of
attempted escapes from the camp, including
the tunnel dug by British POW “Jimmy”
James and others. The SS used the execution
complex at Sachsenhausen to perpetrate acts
of mass murder, including the killing of
10,000 Soviet prisoners of war in 1941.
Some prisoners were subjected to
excruciating medical experiments. With the
end of the war looming, many prisoners
were taken out of camp on “death marches”
with the remainder being liberated by the
Red Army.
Our visit to Sachsenhausen was an
extraordinary experience. We felt no desire
to take photographs and some of the
commentary was hard to grasp and
instigated further questioning. Why did
people do these things? Could such a thing
happen again? All very relevant questions
and why such memorials are a necessary if
unpleasant part of history, especially for
younger generations.
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WW2: Local Heroes

Peter Gibbs, R.N.
On a recent visit to his old ship HMS
“Wellington”, local Royal Navy veteran
Peter GIBBS shared some of his wartime
experiences with Ken Cowdery.
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Co, Neptune Works, Davis Rd, Chessington.
They made diving pumps and underwater
breathing apparatus. The factory had moved
from Lambeth – lucky, as the former factory
was bombed in May 1941.
Enlistment

Being in the fair weather and relatively calm
seas off West Africa, when not in action life
on board the ship had its benefits. Shifts
were generally four hours on and four hours
off. Peter remembers sunning himself on
deck during his rest periods – and feeling
quite content, especially after his daily tot of
rum!

Peter was not shy about sharing the truth of
his first ‘Action Stations’ experience. Soon
after joining his first ship HMS Wellington
he remembered, “I came running straight
from my bunk up to the wheelhouse - still in
my underpants! I was told to pass an order
to the engine room about speed and
direction by turning the handle on a piece of
equipment. Being just out of training and
under pressure, I could not remember
whether I should turn the handle left or
right. I changed my mind and can still
remember the Chief Stoker shouting down
the communication pipe from the engine
room telling me to ‘make your bloody mind
up!’.”

Action Stations!
The frequent calls to ‘Action Stations!’
would come when there was suspicion of an
imminent enemy attack or if an enemy ship
or submarine had been sighted or detected.

Peter as a young sailor. Photo courtesy of
Peter Gibbs.
Whilst keen to do his duty, Peter was not as
keen to become a ‘foot soldier’, so decided
to enlist with the Royal Navy. He enlisted in
Croydon and then, in February 1942 moved
to Suffolk for training at HMS Ganges.
Peter GIBBS back in the wheelhouse – over
70 years on - still not sure whether to turn
the handle left or right!
Life before the Royal Navy
Peter GIBBS joined the Royal Navy, aged
just 17½ in late 1942. He was born in 1925,
seventh of ten siblings brought up in the
Surbiton and Tolworth area. He was well
cared for by his mother and father, a road
sweeper for Kingston Council, despite the
large number of children.
Peter attended Christ Church School, Alpha
Road, Surbiton and was good at art.
Although he liked his art classes, held in the
school’s attic, he did not really enjoy school,
so was pleased to leave.
Peter was 14 years old when war broke out.
He remembers the Blitz but was not
evacuated, unlike some of his siblings. In
1941, he joined a local Home Guard unit,
based at Southborough Lodge, Ashcombe
Road, Surbiton. He chuckles to himself as
he remembers Sgt. Bartlett, an elderly Boer
War / WW1 veteran. Once, whilst on
manoeuvres in Oxshott, Sgt Bartlett had his
ear to the ground listening out for the
‘enemy’ (some French Canadian troops).
“We’re not expecting the bleedin’ cavalry!”,
expleted a more senior NCO. It was just
like a scene from the Dad’s Army.
Being good with his hands, Peter found
himself a job as a fitter at Siebe Gorman &

Peter’s day-to-day trade aboard the ship was
as a carpenter. He had a small workshop
below decks – just off the engine room. He
would also sometimes go on watch from the
‘crow’s nest’ at the top of the ship’s main
mast.

From there, Peter was sent to Chatham and,
on his 18th Birthday, boarded the troop ship
SS Rangitiki, heading for West Africa. He
remembers having bad seasickness off the
Bay of Biscay – an ailment he always
suffered in rougher seas.
He also
remembers there being two encounters with
enemy aircraft en route.

Having spent some of these times in the
wheelhouse, Peter and can still remember
the sound of the ASDIC (sonar) device. If a
U-boat came within range, a very distinctive
electronic pulse could be heard. On one
occasion, immediately after an attack, Peter
remembers the ASDIC signal ‘splitting into
two’. He thought that the attack must have
been successful but, as no debris was
spotted, the U-boat may have escaped.
After a while, Peter’s role was reallocated to
manning the ‘Hedgehogs’ – a much more
dangerous job.
The so-called ‘Hedgehog’ was an antisubmarine weopon that launched 24 mortars
almost simultaneously into a patch of sea
ahead of the ship.
When an enemy
submarine was detected, mortars would be
armed (by removal of a cap and pin) and
then fired on the Captain’s order.

Several days later, he disembarked at
Freetown, Sierra Leone and travelled up
river to join HMS Wellington. Whilst
supposedly stationed in a safe harbour, he
recalls there still being a threat from
saboteurs. On one occasion, a ship was sunk
and he remembers seeing her captain’s body
floating in the harbour – with his throat cut.
Aboard HMS Wellington
HMS Wellington was described as a ‘sloop’
- a smaller sized ship – smaller than a
‘destroyer’. She was launched in 1934 and
following wartime modifications became a
well-equipped, anti-submarine vessel.

A ‘Hedgehog’ anti submarine mortar
launch. Courtesy of Imperial War Museum.

From Freetown, and later Gibralter, HMS
Wellington would carry out coastal convoy
escort missions. On these missions, she
would usually be out of harbour for several
days at a time. With other sloops and
corvettes in the convoy, they provided a
very effective deterrent against U-boat
attacks. After their arrival, the merchant
shipping losses in the area diminished
considerably.

It was an unwritten rule that, if there was a
dud mortar, it became the responsibility of
the person who loaded it to dispose of it
overboard. This precarious responsibility
once fell upon Peter. Unfortunately, the
safety pin would not go back in so, knowing
the detonator was highly sensitive, he and a
Petty Officer proceeded to stabilise the
detonation mechanism – using some sticky
tape!

A sticky situation
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Peter then lifted the dud mortar and carried
it to the ship’s stern whereupon he dropped
it over the edge into the sea. All aboard
were much relieved to be rid it – especially
Peter!

Peter just double-checking that this
Hedgehog mortar is not filled with
explosives. All clear, thankfully!
U-boat sinking
Later in the war HMS Wellington was
jointly credited with sinking a U-boat,
somewhere in the Mediterranean, Peter
thinks. He is not certain of the circumstances
but, many years later, was given a photo
taken from another ship in the convoy. It
shows the U-boat afloat but with its conning
tower missing - presumably blown off.
Some, if not all, of the crew were rescued
before the U-boat eventually sank.
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following several sinkings throughout the
course of the war.
In the Pacific
Soon after the end of the war in Europe,
Peter parted from HMS Wellington and
then, after VJ Day, was assigned to a
mission in the Pacific. His journey took him
via Sydney, Australia and whilst there Peter
met another sailor, Ken Watson, whose
family lived on Douglas Road, not far from
Peter’s family in Raeburn Avenue,
Tolworth. They met up again when in Kure,
Japan aboard HMS “Glenearn”, a ‘Landing
Ship Infantry (Large)’ type ship that was
being used as a senior naval officers’
establishment.
Whilst at Kure, Peter became a despatch
rider and visited nearby Hiroshima, which
was suffering the after effects of the atomic
bomb.
He witnessed for himself the
devastation. Ken Watson also witnessed the
same devastation and, in a recent speech on
VJ Day 70th anniversary, he shared his
thoughts: “I was stationed at Kure in Japan
and witnessed first hand the destruction
caused by the atomic bomb at Hiroshima.
Personally I regard the atomic bomb as an
insult against humanity.”
Peter and Ken were to become life long
friends and both still live locally.

HMS Wellington’s role in saving lives was
perhaps her most significant achievement.
Her role in 103 convoy escort missions was
all about protecting lives and ensuring allied
ships reached their destinations safely. She,
with her fellow escort ships, supported at
times by aircraft too, would have presented a
significant threat to U-boats and, no doubt,
acted as a major deterrent.
HMS Wellington was also responsible for
rescuing hundreds of crew and passengers

She is now permanently moored on the
Thames near Temple, London and is both a
wonderful visitor attraction and events
venue.
The last veteran
Peter GIBBS is the last known surviving
veteran of HMS Wellington’s wartime crew.
Having spent the day with him, it is little
wonder that he is still going strong. Peter
was full of life and fun and very active, He
led me on a tour of the ship – up and down
ladders and stairs.
Kindly, Peter kept
checking if I was okay. ‘Just about’, I
thought. Fortunately for me, the mast with
the crow’s nest had been removed.
Otherwise, I have little doubt Peter would
have been making his way up and expecting
me to follow!

Peter continued in the Royal Navy for a
couple more years after the war until being
demobbed. Sadly, in 1947 whilst at home
on leave, his father died. Peter regards
himself as fortunate to have been at home
with his family at that time. His mother
lived to the very good age of 99.

HMS Wellington’s fate

Saving Lives

Then, by good fortune, she was bought by
The Honourable Company of Master
Mariners.
Since then, she has been
refurbished,
maintained
and
greatly
improved. The engine room has been
converted to a grand meeting hall with
wonderful paintings and artefacts on display.

Life After The War

Peter joined his mate Ken Watson on a local
fruit and veg round. He later married Polly
and had a family including four boys. He
now has several grand children and even
great grand children. Sadly, his wife passed
away a year ago but he remains fit and
active and is still in contact with his friends
and family including his good friend Ken
Watson.
The U-boat crew lined up on deck waiting to
be rescued. Photo courtesy Peter Gibbs.

berth at full speed with anchors down. For
18 months, she remained there amongst
many others – looking like the tragic sight of
a beached pod of whales.

After the
surplus to
Liverpool
1945 and

war, HMS Wellington became
requirements. She travelled from
to Pembroke Dock on 6th August
on 19th was driven on to a mud

Peter GIBBS ‘on watch’ again aboard HQS)
Wellington. Has he just spotted something?
Peter is hugely grateful to the Wellington
Trust team who always treat him with great
kindness and respect.
Last year, they
organised a wonderful 90th birthday party on
board for Peter and his family and friends.
In the Ward Room they keep a special bottle
of Pussars Rum - with Peter’s name on it.
Having supped a ‘small’ ration of the rum,
Peter reminded us of a naval crewmates’
tradition of sharing a small sip of their rum
ration with anyone whose birthday it was
that day.
They called it “Sippers!”,
explained Peter, “But woe betide if you
took Gulpers!”
It was an absolute pleasure to spend the day
with Peter and to visit HMS Wellington.
Great thanks to our hosts who made it a
special occasion.
HMS Wellington is open to visitors and for
hire as a venue for meetings or special
occasions. I would recommend it.
www.hqswellingtonship.co.uk
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WW2: The Blitz

Local Fireman In The
Blitz
Ray Harrington-Vail tells the story of his
paternal grandfather Gilbert William
Vail’s role in WW2 as a Firefighter
during the Blitz and his life in Surbiton.
“My paternal grandfather, Gilbert William
VAIL, lived in Surbiton all his life. He
worked on the railway when he first left
school and also had a number of other jobs,
including as a motor fitter and as a general
handyman.
He was born in the early 1900s, thus, in the
1930s, when rumours of a pending war were
in the air, he was of an age that he could
have been called-up to the armed services.
He, and his brothers-in-law, believed that
war was inevitable and came up with a plan
to avoid conscription (according to my late
father, but other family members disagree as
to the reason). It was quiet simple, if they
were in a reserved occupation they could
avoid being called-up! My grandfather
volunteered to become a ‘retained’ i.e. parttime fireman. Presumably he had another
job as well.
A bell was installed inside my grandfather’s
house via a line from the GPO pole. The
house at 33 Richmond Grove, Surbiton was
very near the fire station and thus he could
cycle or even walk there in good time.
My grandfather became full-time in 1937/38
and apparently received nearly £4 per week,
a good wage then. In 1938, Surbiton fire
station was paid a visit by then Mayor,
Councillor E Aines and his wife.

Fireman Gilbert Vail (standing at rear) - circa 1937- outside Surbiton Fire Station, Ewell Road.
Photo courtesy Ray Harrington-Vail.
My grandfather fought fires all over London
during the war and, presumably, lost some
of his colleagues along the way, although I
do not know that for sure.
Gilbert returned to Surbiton Fire Station on
normal duties in 1945. He and his brothersin-law were never required to do military
service. Gilbert helped train recruits for the
Auxiliary Fire Service. He was a trained
motor fitter and served at the Brigade
workshop at the Cattle Market at Kingston.
He was also stationed for a while at both
Godalming and Norwich.
Fighting fires and dealing with incidents in
all weathers, often for long periods of time,
took its toll on Gilbert. He developed
asthma, for which there was no effective
treatment at the time. He ultimately died of
renal failure in 1949 at a fairly young age.

I was born in 1958 and thus never met him
but I do have photos of him in his uniform at
Surbiton Fire Station. His home at 33
Richmond Grove was demolished in the
1970s as it had subsidence, possibly caused
by a high explosive WW2 bomb nearby, and
is now the turning circle in Richmond
Grove. I have a magnificent photo of the
street, as it was on the date of a public
celebration, perhaps, King George V’s
Silver Jubilee in 1935 or the Coronation
King George VI in 1937.
Gilbert’s wife Bessie lived until she was
nearly 99 years old, carried photos of him,
and never remarried. She was visited every
Christmas by serving Firefighters.
I am grateful to them and that his work and
his widow were not forgotten.”
Thanks to Ray Harrington-Vail.

The Mayor’s visit to Surbiton Fire Station
(photo from Surrey Comet 1938).
Sure enough, as the brother in laws
predicted, war did come in 1939. There
was one small problem with their cunning
plan to avoid conscription into the armed
forces: London and surrounds was to
become one of the most dangerous places to
live or work.
The Blitz ensued and the
local population was suddenly in the war’s
frontline.
Surbiton and the surrounding
areas were hit many times. Indeed
Richmond Grove itself had at least three
high explosive bombs falling very nearby,
damaging property and leading to
demolition of part of the street.

Richmond 1935, King George V Silver Jubilee or 1937 Coronation King George VI? Photo
courtesy of Ray Harrington-Vail.
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Local Memorials

Surbiton Park
Congregational Church
In a new regular feature, Graeme Hodge
tells the history of a local memorial.
On the evening of Sunday November 12th
1922 a special service was held at Surbiton
Park Congregational Church to unveil a war
memorial panel to those from the Church
who had fallen in the Great War.
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The panel, placed on the wall to the right of
the pulpit, comprised a bronze casting on a
slab of Irish green marble. The figure of
Victory, with a cross bearing the dates
“1914-1919” and wreath of laurels as
background, was depicted by Goulden in the
act of descending steps which typify the
death of heroes who made the supreme
sacrifice. Beneath was the inscription: “In
memory of those who laid down their lives
in the Great War” followed by the eight
names of the fallen in alphabetical order.

The service opened with Mendelssohn’s
“Funeral March” played by Mr. Ireland, the
organist, and the hymns were “O God, our
Help In Ages Past” and “Hush Blessed Are
The Dead.” After readings by Rev. G. H.
Clothier of Psalm xxiii. and verses from
Revelations, the panel, draped with the
Union Jack, was uncovered by Miss
Margaret Newby, daughter of one of the
fallen commemorated on the memorial.

Following demobilisation in July 1919,
Goulden designed a large number of war
memorials including those at Kingstonupon-Thames, Bank of England, Dover,
Gateshead, Redhill, Middlesex Guildhall
War Memorial, Bromsgrove and the Royal
Army Medical Corps memorial at Millbank.

Private 25814, 31st Battalion Training
Reserve, died Dover Kent 9th April 1917,
aged 18. Son of Edward and Betsy Martha
Palmer, of 7, Brighton Rd., Surbiton. Born
Surbiton, resided at parents address Surbiton
and enlisted in Kingston-upon-Thames.
Buried Kingston-upon-Thames Cemetery.
Henry William Payne

Horace Abraham Payne
Second Lieutenant, 84th Squadron, Royal
Flying Corps, died of wounds 19th March
1918, aged 22. Son of Mr. Abraham and
Catherine Julia Payne, of ‘Ardmay’, Avenue
Elmers, Surbiton, Surrey. Born Stoke
Newington. Buried La Vallee-Mulatre
Communal Cemetery.
Charles Nathaniel Read
Lance Corporal 1977, 18th Battalion Royal
Fusiliers. Complying with an Army Order
that all medical students should resume their
studies, Charles received an honourable
discharge and returned to work at the King’s
College Hospital. Died from pneumonia
caused by influenza 14th November 1918,
aged 25. Eldest son of George Francis Read,
21, Beaufort Road, Kingston-upon-Thames.
Born in Brooklyn, New York, 10th April
1893. Enlisted at Westminster on 3rd
September 1914. Grave location unknown.
Stephen Tucker Read

The memorial was designed by Richard
Reginald Goulden. Born in Dover, Kent in
1876. He was the son of John James
Goulden, a former journeyman cabinetmaker.

During the war, Goulden served in France
with the Royal Engineers. He was
Mentioned In Despatches and promoted to
the temporary rank of Captain. Invalided
from the front, he served the remainder of
the war as Adjutant to the Australian
Engineers at Brightlingsea and then in
London, attached to the Chief Engineer of
the Royal Engineers, and in command of a
special emergency corps.

Harold Stewart Palmer

Second Lieutenant, 65th Training Squadron,
Royal Flying Corps, accidently killed on
first solo flight, 12th March 1918, aged 20.
Son of Mr. Abraham and Catherine Julia
Payne, of ‘Ardmay’, Avenue Elmers,
Surbiton, Surrey. Born Stoke Newington.
Buried Surbiton Cemetery.

A rendition of the Last Post by Mr. W. G.
Clarke of the 1st Royal Inniskillings
followed and then, after prayer, the choir
sang the anthem “I Heard A Voice From
Heaven” (Goss). A brief address followed
by Rev. Herbert Gamble, minister of the
church from 1915 to 1916, in which he
referred to the example of those who had
fought for the right. The air from
Mendelssohn’s “Elijah” was then very
feelingly sung by Miss Ireland, and after the
hymn, “Jesu, Lover Of My Soul”, the
service closed with the vesper verse, “Swift
to its close ebbs out life’s little day.” The
congregation stood while the organist played
Chopin’s Funeral March.

Goulden was educated at Dover College and
then Dover School of Art. He won a Royal
Exhibition Scholarship to the National Art
Training School (Royal College of Art),
London where he studied architecture and
then sculpture, for which he was awarded a
travelling scholarship. Afterwards, Goulden
worked as a teacher from about 1900-1911.

Surrey. Born Barnes, resided Surbiton and
enlisted Kingston-upon-Thames. Buried
Mont Huon Military Cemetery, Le Treport.

The memorial was cast at the Thames Ditton
Foundry and presented to the Church by the
foundry’s owner Mr. Arthur Brian Burton.
The following men are commemorated:
Samuel Leslie Hart

Second-Lieutenant King’s African Rifles,
died from pneumonia caused by influenza at
Fort Mangoneke, Nyasaland (Malawi), aged
21. Son of George Francis Read, 21,
Beaufort Road, Kingston-upon-Thames.
Born in Brooklyn, New York, 8th March
1897. Enlisted in London. Buried Mangochi
Town Cemetery, Malawi.
Ralph John Thane

John Arthur Newby

Private 22237, "C Coy." 9th Bn. East Surrey
Regiment, killed in action 21st March 1918,
aged 34. Son of John Walter Herbert and
Fanny Scrivener Thane, of Brackley and
husband of Ann Elizabeth Thane, of Lawson
House, Brackley, Northants. Born Brackley,
Northants, 1883. Resided 11, Grove Lane,
Kingston-upon-Thames. Enlisted Kingstonupon-Thames. Buried at Bellicourt British
Cemetery.

Gunner 120135, 94th Siege Battery, Royal
Garrison Artillery, died of wounds 15th
August 1917, aged 33. Son of John and
Charlotte Westwood Newby of East Sheen,
Surrey and husband of Mrs. Margaret
Newby of 37, Cotterill Road, Surbiton,

The Surbiton Park Congregational Church
was located on the south corner of Grove
Road at the junction with Maple Road. It
was demolished for housing in 1966. What
happened to the war memorial next is not
known.

Private 17339, "D" Company, 12th
Battalion, East Surrey Regiment, died at
home 28th April 1916, aged 22. Son of
William and Margaret Hart, of 39, Prospect
Road, Surbiton, Surrey. Born Long Ditton,
resided Surbiton. Enlisted Kingston upon
Thames. Buried St. Mary’s Churchyard,
Long Ditton, Surrey.

Royal Borough of Kingston upon Thames War Memorials Association. www.local-hero.org.uk. mail@local-hero.org.uk.

29

www.local-hero.org.uk

Association
News
The Association Needs You!

Issue 4, March 2016

Fundraising/ Sponsors

Members’ Talks

The Association is delighted for the ongoing
sponsorship from Armen Lloyd of Drum
Resourcing towards the full cost of printing
this issue of the Newsletter. It allows us to
print and distribute many more copies in
local libraries, schools, care homes etc.

Association members continue to share their
research by giving talks to the local
community.

If interested in sponsoring the Association’s
activities, please let us know.

New Association Logo
The new Association logo is now in use. It
was designed by illustrator Greg Stevenson
www.greg-stevenson.co.uk.
The logo is in both black and white and
colour. The colour version is very striking
with the outer text circle in red. It was first
used on the Association wreaths laid on
Remembrance Sunday.

In November, Graeme and Ken Cowdery
spoke on Surbiton’s Great War, 1914 to
1915 to a well-attended Surbiton & District
Historical Society meeting. The Society
gave a generous donation of £70 to Royal
Star & Garter as a token of thanks.
In January, Graeme Hodge gave an excellent
talk to Surrey Branch of Western Front
Association on a selection of the Borough’s
WW1 fallen.
If interested in talks on the impact of
conflict on our local community, then please
contact us at mail@local-hero.org.uk.

Recent Meetings
The last Association committee meeting was
held 4th February 2016. The agenda was
mostly focused on monitoring progress and
planning for the various objectives set for
the year at the Annual General Meeting on
3rd November 2015.
There have also been two meetings of
members and friends in October and
February, which shared updates on the
Association’s ‘campaigns’ and local
research/projects as well as discussion
around Somme Commemorations.

We would be very grateful to anyone who
could help us with the following:
§
§
§
§
§
§

Committee role(s) – treasurer.
Database/website design/development.
Fundraising.
Graphic design.
Research of the fallen
Newsletter Research and Editorial Social
media development.

If you a local person or business that might
be able to help or just interested in finding
out more, then please do contact us
mail@local-hero.org.uk.

Imperial War Museum
Centenary Partnership
Following a tip by David Hassard of
Kingston Aviation Centenary Project, the
Association has applied to join the Imperial
War Museum’s First World War Centenary
Partnership Programme.
The programme aims to link not-for-profit
organisations from around the world that are
marking the Great War Centenary.
It comprises events, activities and resources,
which helps people and communities to
engage with the centenary. Becoming a
member offers the opportunity to add events
to the online events calendar www.1914.org,
to access a partners extranet, to utilise the
IWM centenary logo, to use free digital
resources from IWM collections, to access a
range of useful guides and to share expertise
ideas with other partners.

Membership & Friends
The Association is always keen to find new
members and friends. We are a voluntary
association and have lots of ideas of things
we would like to do locally but not enough
hours in the day to do them all!
Members are involved as much or as little as
they wish. There is still no subscription
charge - members cover their own expenses
as they choose.
The Association also has a number of
friends that support its activities.
Both Members and friends are invited to the
Association’s get-togethers, at which we
share news and research. They are first to
receive notice of our Newsletters.
Members have the added opportunity to help
shape the plans, campaigns and events of the
Associations as well as the benefit of greater
access to data and resources. All members
have a right to vote annually for the
committee membership.

Due to numbers, the February meeting was
held at NESCOT. We were delighted to
have such a good turnout from people
involved in so many local projects from the
Borough and neighbouring areas. We were
also grateful to have representatives from
Kingston History Centre and Surrey History
Centre, who all attended beyond their
normal working hours.

Next Meeting Dates
The next gathering of members and friends
is planned for 7.00pm Thursday, 23rd June
2016 at NESCOT, Reigate Road, Ewell.
All are invited but, ideally, please let us
know in advance so that we can inform the
college Reception.
Committee members next meet at 7.30pm
Thursday, 24th March 2016. An agenda will
be issued nearer the time but the focus is
likely to be on Somme commemorations.
If you would like more information or to add
an item to the agenda, please email
mail@local-hero.org.

Grateful Thanks
Since the last newsletter, the Association has
received help from so many people and
organisations.

We would like to thank them all but also to
give a special mention to Peter Gibbs,
Marcel Ladenheim, Rosemary Lever, Ann
If interested in becoming a member or friend
Gillespie, Ray Harrington, Stephen Van
please contact us by email at mail@localDulken, Kingston History Centre and HQS
hero.org.uk.
Wellington for their special contributions to
this issue.
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centenary including museums, archives,
libraries,
special
interest
groups,
universities, performing arts groups, schools
and community groups.

If they wish, Members can also help running
the Association by joining the committee.
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Campaigns and
Appeals
The Association has initiated or supports a
number of local campaigns and appeals.
There has been excellent recent progress updates are provided below.
We would warmly welcome help or support,
however small, that anyone could give. Just
get in touch at mail@local-hero.org.uk.

Surbiton Civilian
Memorial Appeal
The
Association
is
whole-heartedly
supporting an appeal by local WW2 veteran
Kenneth Watson and Rosemary Lever of
Royal British Legion, Surbiton Branch for a
memorial to Surbiton civilians killed by
enemy action in WW2.
Local MP James Berry and Councillor
Kenneth Smith have both given their support
for the idea. The next steps will be to:
•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

form a committee responsible for
management and governance of the
project;
create a small charity or trust
responsible that can collect funds and
expend the necessary funds;
consult
with
key
community
stakeholders;
agree the location for the memorial;
come up with design proposals;
assess the likely cost;
obtain the necessary permissions;
launch a fundraising campaign and
seek pledges;
appoint contractors;
launch ceremony.

There is a lot to do but the ambition is to
complete the memorial in time for
Remembrance Sunday 2016.
We are particularly keen to find people
willing to sit on the committee – especially
someone suitable for the role of Treasurer –
perhaps an accountant or retired accountant.
If interested, please contact us.
Also, if you would like to be engaged in the
consultation, please let us know.

Memorials Trust Fund
Following meetings with James Berry MP
and Councillor Pickering, as well as with
Councillor Kenneth Smith, the Association
is preparing a paper to present to the Council
proposing the establishment of a Royal
Borough of Kingston War Memorials Trust.
Such a Trust could become responsible for
the Borough’s civic memorials in perpetuity
but also to take the initiative on promoting
local remembrance.
The idea came from a similar initiative by
East Wickham and Welling War Memorial
Trust. See their excellent website:
www.ewt.org.uk.
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Somme Commemoration
The Association is in discussion with All
Saints Church in Kingston (being the chapel
of the East Surrey Regiment), Kingston
History Centre, Royal British Legion (New
Malden branch), the Academy of English,
Oldenburg, Germany and others regarding
ways of commemorating the Battle of The
Somme.
The current thinking would be to aim
initially for an event to mark the centenary
of the start of the Battle (1st July) with a
commemorative service, small exhibition,
one or more talks and viewings of the film
Battle of The Somme documentary (1916),
poetry readings, musical accompaniments
and something experiential in remembrance
of the fallen.
Thereafter, until the end of the battle’s
centenary period on 18th November 2016,
there are ideas about engaging with local
schools and, possibly, the Academy for
English in Oldenburg. We are keen to find
schools or colleges interested in taking part,
so please contact us if you think your school
would be interested.
In the meantime, the Association is
progressing with a special edition of its
newsletter – focusing on the Battle of the
Somme, the fallen and the impact on our
local community. We hope to publish this
in June, ahead of the commemorations.

Links With Oldenburg,
Germany
The Association is promoting the idea that
schools and community groups from the
Borough of Kingston and its twin town of
Oldenburg, Germany connect in their
remembrance and learning experiences.
Earlier in the Newsletter, we mention in ore
detail the progress that has been made has
been made with the Academy of English in
Oldenburg. They are already participating in
cross-community projects and are keen to
discuss options.
If your school, college or community group
is interested in taking part, then just let us
know.

Local Database/Website
As mentioned earlier in the Newsletter, the
Association is now engaged with tutors and
students at NESCOT, who are working on a
much enhanced version of our website.
The new website will help enable us to share
much more of the vast amount of data
collated by the Association. A data ‘content
management system’ will allow the
Association’s
researchers
to
collate
information using a centralised database
Inspiration has been gained from Thame
Remembers and Welling and East Wickham
online resources.
The aim is that an initial version of the
website will be launched later this year.

Every Local Life
Remembered
The campaign’s mission is for the story of
every one of the local community’s fallen in
the Great War to be remembered by at least
one local person or family descendant. Our
target is to have accomplished this aim by
the end of the War.
We are asking people to allow us to record
their name against a name on the Roll of
Honour that they have chosen. We will then
try to share anything new that we learn
about their story.
Connections are sometimes made with
family descendants of the fallen so some of
the names have already been ‘adopted’ by at
least one person. We have not yet widely
publicised the idea so most names are still
not ‘adopted’.
At some stage soon, we hope we will to link
with local schools that might be interested in
a allocating names and stories amongst
pupils.
Individuals, schools or other organisations
interested in ‘adopting’ a story, can choose a
name from the roll of honour above or view
the full roll on our website www.localhero.org.uk.
Then just contact us at
mail@local-hero.org.uk to let us know the
chosen name and your contact details.

Local Veterans’ and
Community’s Stories
Our aim is to interview and share the stories
of surviving local veterans and community
members that have been involved in or
affected by conflict.
So far we have published the stories of
WW2 Royal Navy veterans Jimmy Baines,
Ken Watson and Peter Gibbs as well as
Holocaust survivor Marcel Ladenheim.
If you would be interested or know someone
who would be happy for his or her story to
be shared then please contact us at
mail@local-hero.org.uk .
Likewise, if you would be interested in
interviewing someone and writing up an
account of their story for the Newsletter,
please contact us.

Historical Information
Boards
We are promoting the introduction of
information boards at local memorials, with
details about the memorial and the fallen.

Douglas Belcher V.C.
‘Blue Plaques’
The Association is pursuing the installation
of a ‘blue plaque’ to mark the property at
which Douglas Belcher was born. We
understand that a formal request to the
council needs to be made as well as
permission of the property owner.
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Interested in finding out
more about WW1 or
WW2 locally?
If you, your local school or community
group is interested in finding out more or
sharing information about the impact of
conflict on our local community, please
contact us at mail@local-hero.org.uk.

Wednesday 20th July 2016:
19:45 ‘The Sopwith Aviation Company
and the Great War’ by David Hassard of
Kingston Aviation Centenary Project.

Thanks To Our Sponsor
This Newsletter has been
published with kind sponsorship of

NATIONAL ARCHIVES TALKS
The following events are at the National
Archives, Kew. Advance booking required.
Some events are free
Tuesday 15th March 2016

Armen Lloyd
of

Drum Resourcing

Things For The Diary

19:00 ‘Beyond The Guns: Experiences of
Women In The First World War’

The following events are known to be
coming up in the next few months. Please let
us know if there is anything else planned.

Tuesday 22nd March 2016
14:00 ‘100 Years of the Military Medal’

Delivering Talent – Reducing Costs

Wednesday 13th April 2016

Royal Borough of Kingston upon
Thames War Memorials
Association
is most grateful for the
sponsorship, interest and
support.

ASSOCIATION MEETINGS/TALKS
th

Thursday 24 March 2016
19:30 Committee Members
§ Location: On enquiry.
§ All members welcome. Please contact for
the location.
Thursday 23rd June 2016
19:00 Members and friends gathering
§ NESCOT College, Reigate Road, Ewell.
§ Open to all but please notify us in
advance, if possible. Free.
LOCAL EVENTS AND TALKS
Thursday 12th May 2016:
19:00 ‘Operation ‘Thunderbolt’ - The
Raid on Entebbe, 1976’ by Professor Saul
David.
§ Pinsent Hall, Shrewsbury House School,
107 Ditton Road, Surbiton KT6 6RL .
§ Free but limited places so please contact
s.smart@shspost.co.uk to reserve.
19:45 every first Tuesday in the month
Surbiton & District Historical Society
Talks
§ Surbiton Library Hall, Ewell Road
§ Members free. Small charge to others.
WESTERN FRONT
SURREY BRANCH

ASSOCIATION,

§ All are welcome. Members free. £3
Donation suggested for guests.
§ Location: The Day Centre, Lushington
Drive, Cobham KT11 2LY
Wednesday 16th March 2016:
19:30 ‘The Sanusi Campaign in Egypt's
Western Desert, 1915-17’ by Russell
McGuirk
Wednesday 20th April 2016:
19:45 ‘Initiation By Gas – 16th (Irish)
Division at Loos, April 1916’ by Carole
Hope.
Wednesday 18th May 2016:
19:45 ‘The Fog of (Naval) War – The
Battle of Jutland 1916’ by Scott Lindgren
Wednesday 15th June 2016:
19:45 ‘The Attack at Fromelles, 19/20
July 1916’ by Paul Cobb

14:00 ‘First World War Mesopatamia
and the Siege of Kut-al-Amara’
Wednesday 20th April 2016
18:00 ‘The Individual In Conflict’ - a
series of talks

Help Find ‘The Missing’
There are still a number of unknown stories
- where we have not yet been able to
establish a local link of a name on a local
memorial. Our online Roll www.localhero.org.uk lists these as ‘The Missing’.
If you have information we would be
delighted to hear from you at mail@localhero.org.uk.

Did you know? Some
local Great War facts
§ The number of names listed on our local
civic Great War memorials totals 1291:
624 Kingston
386 Surbiton, Tolworth and Hook
265 Maldens & Coombe
16 Chessington
§ In our research, we have discovered many
others with a local connection that died in
the Great War. The current overall total is
in excess of 2,200.
§ Research so far shows that, of those killed:
§ Youngest: 15-year old Cook’s Boy
Leonard Levi FRY, Mercantile Marine,
was lost aboard S.S. Ancona when sunk
by a U-Boat in 27 May 1917.
§ Oldest: Major Howard Vyse WELCH,
9th Battalion, (formerly 4th), East
Surrey Regiment, was 60 when he died
as a POW. He is listed in the war diary
as a casualty on 26th September 1915,
so was presumably wounded and
captured then died.
§ Average age: 26-27 years.
§ Most common age: 19-20 years.
§ Records state that about 957,000 soldiers,
sailors and airmen died from the events of
the Great War and that about 2,273,000
were wounded.
By interpolation, that would suggest there to
have been in the region of 5,000 wounded
from our local community in addition to
those killed.
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